A 
FAITHFVLL AND 


PLAINE EXPOSITION 


vpon the rwo firſt verſes of the 


ſecond Chapter of Zephaniah: By thar late Re- 
xerend Preacher of Gods word, 
Maiſter Perkins. 


CONTAINING 
A powerfull Exhorcation to Repen- 


tance : As alſo themanner how men in Repen- 
tance are to ſearch themſelues. 


Preached at S, ou Faire, inthe Field, taken from his month : 
And afterwaras diligently peruſed; And now publiſhed for the 
common good. By a Preacher of the word. 


With a Preface prefixed, touching the publiſhing of M. Perkinshis 
Workes, And a Catalogue of all ſuch particulars 
thereof, as are to be expeted. 


The third Impreſsion. 


Prou. 28. 13. 


He that hideth hu ſinnes shall not proſper. 
But he that confeſſeth and forſaketh them, shall finde mercy. 
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: 16d by Thomas Creede, for Y/Yillian VPelby, and are to be ſold 
"_ s. his Shop, at the Signe of the Grey-hound, ia Paules | 
| Church-yard, 160 6. 


SLATE. 


» ” W=S - \ 
m 4 " ” 4 b %, * 
- . nd ſ \ = o 
b = c 4 ' h l \ £ - 


WORSHIPEVL, MY VERY WORTHY 


and Chriſtian friend , Syr Y//uliam Ger, Knight, one of his 
Maieſties Honourable Counſell in the North,Recorder of the Townes 


of Bexerley,and Hull, and one of his Maicſties Tuftices of peace 
in the Eaſt-riding of the'Countic of Torke, a true friend ot 
learning,and pietie:and to the vertnou,and religious 
Laay bis wiſe.Grace and peace from 


Godz Oc. 


Mongſtthe many reaſons (Wor- 

ſhiptullSyr,) which haue perſwa- 

7 ded mee that Poperie cannotbe 

che trueReligion, this is notthe 

leaſt : the inſufficiencie of their 

doctrine of faith and repentance: 

which twothinges though they 

be the chiefe and principal points 

in Religion,ando neceſlaricghar 

he,whodoth not;,bothknow,and 

Mm \c---- 70 If praRiſerhem aright,can neuer be | 

Mo SEES X11 laucd: yer I dareauouch, that the {anirizris 

= /1] STR faith and repentance of the Ro- Catechi/me,! 

E__— miſh Church, as they are taught ©9/*2mm 

by many of the beſt approued Papiſts,are no berter then ſucha faith, Euchirigio, 


ny faire floriſhes,they callit penance, they make ita Sacrament,and , ,_ 
fay itis a boord that ſaues a man after ſhipwrack, and write great vo» arygpyy;, 
lumnes of it,and of confeſ5/0n, and of Caſes of conſcience, (as you good Loper Sai- 
Syrin your ownereading knowe betterthen I)and yeralas, when all rex. 

is done,itis but aſhadowe of repentance, and indeede how can they Hainr, 
1reacharightthe doctrine of repentance: which erreſo fowly in ſet. \Graffas, and 
ting down the iuſtice of God,and the vileneſſe of fin? which 2,Soints #97 9%er. 
2 man muſt know, elſe hee will neuer repent: but Poperie miſconcei. 

uing the juſtice of God, teaching it not to be infinite,in as much as it 

needes notan infinite ſatisfaction, and milconceiuing the nature of 
finne,teaching cuery finnenottobedamnable, nor to offend Gods 

Infinite iuſtice, crring (7 ſay) intheſe 2. how is it poſſible they ſhould 
conceiucaright thenatureof repentance? by which a man ſeeing his 

fins,their fouleneſle, their puniſhment,and his own miſery by them, 

confeſſeth them, bewailes them, fearing Gods iuftice, flieth from it, 

and craues forgiveneſſe of his mercie,and laſtly purpoſeth, and inde» 

uoureth toleaue them all,and to leade a newe life, The ſerious confi- 


dcration hereof, hathoften made mee wonder, why many Popiſh 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


treatiſes _ in ſomeſort exhortationsto repentance,ſhould beeſs 
accounted of as they are by ſome : tor though I confeſle, there are in 
ſome of them, good and holeſome meditations, and many motiues 
to mortification, and good life, yet would I gladly learne of any man 
but this one thing, how thoſe exhortations can be pithie,or powerful, 
ſound,or any way ſufficient to mouea man torepentance, when as, 
notthofe bookes, norall Popericis able to teach a man ſufficiently 
what true repentance is, 

If any man reply - Iwill therefore learne the doctrine out of the 
Proteſtants bookes, and vic the Papiſts for exhorrtation onely : I then 
anſwere, isjtnota more compendious, and conuenient, andaleſſe 
{candalous courſe, to ſecke exhortations outof ſuch writers, as doc 
teach the doctrine aright ? nay I doubt how it is poſhble to finde a 
powerfull exhortation to repentance inany Papiſt, who erres inthe 
Dotrine: thereaſon is manifeſt , becauſe Dotctrine is the ground of 
exhortation: andifrthe Doctrine be vnſound, how can the exhortati- 
on beeany better? Let ys therefore leaue theſe muddie puddles, and 
tctour water atthe fountaine : the water of life, at the fountaine of 
life; meane the doctrine of faith,and repentance,at the written word 
of God, andatſuch mens writingsas are grounded therevpon, and 
agreeable therevnto, 

Now,amongſt thoſe many inſtruments of God, who haue labou. 
red with profitin this great point of Religion : namely repentance, 
drawing their doQrine out of the two breſts, of the 2.Teftaments of 
Gods booke,I may well lay, (toſay no more, ) that this man of God 
Maiſter Perkins,deſerues to hauc his place : whoſe labours,whileſt he 
lived, and his yetlivinglabours, whatthey deſerue, Ihadrather 0. 
thers ſhould proclaime, thenIonce name: whoprofeſſe my ſelfe tg 
be one of thoſe many, who may truely ſay,that by thegrace of God 
and his good meanes principally,I am thatI am : But leaving himiin 
thatglorious manſion, which Chriſtthe Lord of the Harueſt hath 
prepared forhim : and now giuen himeT returneto my ſelfe,and doe 
humbly praiſe the Lord of heauen, who gaue memy timein the Vni- 
ucrſtie,in thoſe happie dayes, wherein(beſide many worthy men of 
God, whereof ſomearetalne afleepe, and ſome remainealiue vnto 
this day )this holy man did ſpend himſclfe like a Candle,to giuelight 
ynto others. 

The ſcope of all his godly endeuours was to teach Chriſt Zeſus,and 
him crucified, and much laboured ro moueal men to repentance,that 
as our knowledge hath made Poperie aſhamed of their ignorance: ſo 
our holy liues might honourour holy profeſſion. And as repentance 
was one of the principall endes,both of his continuall preaching and 
wiiting-ſo eſpecially and purpoſely hath he twiſe dealt in that Argu- 
ment, 

Firſt, in his Treatiſe of Repentance : publiſhed r 5 9 2, wheretn 
briefly(as his manner was)bur ſoundly, pithily, andfeclingly, helay- 
eth downe the doctrine,and the very nature of repentance: andafter 
the poſitiue dofrine, heetoucheth ſome of the principall controucr- | 
ies and difficulties in that doctrine, butafterwardes thinking with 


himſelfe,that he had not ſeriouſly and forciblyenough,vrgedſo great 
and: 
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and neceſlarie alefſon as Repentance is,thereforc ſhontly after, being deſired 
and called tothe dutic of Preaching, in that great, and generall aflembly at 
Sturbridge Farre,hethoughtira fit eime,forthis neceflary and generall exhor- 
ration to Repentance:tothe intent, thatas we were taught the doQtine of re= 
pentance, in the former treatiſe:ſointheſe ſermons wee might beftirred vpto 
the practiſe of it, And certainly, (good Sir: ) I iudge there could haue becene 
no matter,more fit for thataſſembly,then an exhortation to repentance,for as 
the audience was great and general,of all ſorts,ſexes,ages and callings of men, 
andaſlembled out of many corners ofthis kingdome,ſo is this doctrine gene- 
ral for all:ſome doQtrinesare for parents,ſome tor children,ſome for ſchollers, 
ſomefor tradeſ-men,ſome for men,ſome for women, butrepentanceis for all: 
without which,it may be aide of all,and cuery oneof age,notone excepted: 
No Repentance, no ſaluation, 

Theſe Sermons being in my hands, and not deliuered to me from hand to 
hand, but rakea with this hand of mine, from his owne mouth, were thought 
worthy forthe excellency, & fit forthe generalitic of the matter,ro be offered 
tothe publique viewe: I hauealſo other workes of his in my hands: of which 
(being many,)I confeſſe my ſelteto be but the keeper forthe time, taking my 
ſelfe bounde to keepe them ſafely , to the benefite of Gods Church,of whoſe 
treaſure ypon carth I make no queſtion, butthey are apart : andI heartily de- 
ſire you(my godly friends) & all other faithful Chriſtians, toſolicitethe Lord 
in prayer for me, thatT may faithfully diſcharge my ſelfe of that great charge 
Which in this reſpe&lyeth vpon me: and that his grace &bleſsing may beon 
me,& all others, whoare to be imploied in this feruice, wherein(had the Lord 
ſo pleaſed) wee could heartily have wiſhed neuer to hauebin imployed: but 
that his life might haue caſed vs of the labour : and that as I begin with this, 
ſo 1,or ſome other better able(which I rather deſire) may goe forward, vnder- 
taking the weight of this great burthen,and notfainte,til he haue madeafaith- 
full account to the Church of God, ofalltheſe Iewels deliuered to our truſt, 

And now theſe firſt fruites of my labours,in another mans vineyard, asalſo 
al that hereafter doe or may follow, Phumbly coſecrate tothebleſſed Spouſe 
of Chriſt Teſus, tle holy Ghurch of Godon earth, and namely to the Church 
of England, our beloued mother, who may reioyce, that ſhe was the mother PIP 
of ſuch a ſonne, who in few yeares didſo much good tothe publique cauſe of mrs -M 
religion, as the wickedneſle of many yeares ſhall notbeableto weareodr,But ,,,,,..,,., 
firſt of all, andeſpecially, I preſenttheſamevnto you ( my very worſhipfull ,14+ ar bis 
and Chriſtian friends) who (I muſt needs ſay) are very worthy of it in many each. 
reſpects. 

: For the matter it ſelfe, which is repentance,my ſelfe being able to teſtifie, 
that you arenot hearers, but doers,ripe in knowledge,& rite in the praQiſe of 
repentance, inſomuch as I dare fromthe teſtimonie of myc6ſcience,& in the 
word of a Miniſter pronounce of you, that as you haue heard & knowne this 
doQrine of repentance, ſo blefſed are you, for you docit. 

And 2.forhim who was the author hereof (whoſe mouth ſpake it from the 
feeling of his ſoule, and whoſe ſoule is now bound vp in the bundle of life: )I 
know,and cannot in good conſcience concealethe great delight, you haue als 
waies had inthe reading of his bookes,the reuercnd opinion, you had of him 
living, and how heauily and paſſionately, you tooke his death and departure: 
therefore to cheare you vpin wantof him, Tſend you herethislittle booke, | 
his owne childe,begotten in his life time,but borne after his death: obſerueir 


_ well,and you ſhall findit,not ynlikethe father: yea, you ſhall diſcerneinit the 
Az fathers 


> 
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fathers ſpirit, and it doubts not, butto finde entertainement with them, of 
whom the father was ſowell reſpected. 

And tor my ſelfe,I ſpare torchearle what intereſt you haue in me,& all my 
labours, it is no more then you worthily deſerue,and ſhall haue in mefor e. 
ucr: you arethe faireſt lowers in this garden, which in this place I after others 
haueplanted for the Lord (or rather God by vs): And twoprincipall pcarles 
in thatcrown,which TI hopefor,atthe laſt day from the Lord my God, whoſe 
wordat my mouth you haue receiued with much reuerence,& with ſuch pro. 
fit, as if I had the like ſuccefle of my labours in others, l ſhould the neuer haue 
cauſe to ſay, with the Prophet, I hauelabourcd in vaine, & ſpent my ſtrength 
invaine,but my iudgementis with the Lord, and my worke with my God. 

AndifIkneweyou not,to be ſuchas take more delight in doing well,then 
in hearing of it, l would proucat large, whatI haue ſpoken of you;yer giue me 
leauetofſay that, which without open wrong, I may not conceale,that beſide 
your rare knowledge, and godly zealetoreligion,and other dutics of the firſt 
table to God himſelfe,your charitic and pittic tothe needy diſtreſſed Ghriſti. 
ans,athomeand abroad : your mercifull dealing with them,whoare in your 
powerzyour bencuolencetolearning, and namely toſome in the Vaiuerſity; 
docallproclaime tothe world thoſe your due praiſes: which I (welf knowing 
your modeſtics)do ſpare once to name:neither would haue ſaid thus much, 
wereitnotforthiscold & barrenage,wherein weliue,that ſo, when ourprea- 
ching cannot moue, yet your godly examples might ſtirrevp. Pardon mee 
therefore pray you, &thinke it no wrong to.you, which is a benefitto Gods 


Platr1t.16, Church:Bur goeforwardin the ſtrength ofthe Lord your God, & holdonin 
epoc.2,10 that happie courſe you haue begun, bee faithfull vnto theend,the Lord will 


I.Thef, 5, 
24. 


gincyouthe Crown of life:faithfullis he,which hath promiſed, who wilalſo 
docit:procced (good Sir)to honour learning in your ſelf and others, &religt- 
on eſpecially,which is the principalllearning;8 proceed both of you,to prac- 
tiſe religionin your own perſons; and in your family, hold onto ſhine before 
ourfamily,and amongſt the people, where you dwell, in zealeand holineſſe, 
hold on hereby,ſtillro ſhame popery,ftoftop your enemies mouthes,& to ho. 
nour that holy religion, which you profefle, to gaine comfort of good con- 
ſcience to yourſelues, & aſſurance of eternall reward:and laſtly,to encourage 
mein thole painctul duties which lyevpon me:forT openly profeſſe that your 
zeligious zcale & loue of the truth, with many other good helps,are principall 
encouragements in my miniſtery,and eſpecial motiues vnto me,to vndertake 
the charge of publication,of ſo many ofthe works of this holy man deceaſed, 
as may not in bettermaner be done by others.Bur 7keepe you too long from 
this holy cxhortation following,I therforc ſend you toit,8& it to you, & from 
you tothe church of God,for 1 darenot makeit to be priuately yours &mine, 
wherein the whole Church hath intereſt,as wellas we:1t was preached in the 
field, but itis worthy to bee admitted into our hearts : 7 found itin the open 
field, but vpon diligent view,findingitto be Gods corne,&a parcel of his ho+ 
ly & immortal ſeed, therefore 7 brought it home,as good cornedeſerues:And 
as itis Gods corne,ſo in you, 1defire al holy chriſtians to lay it vp in Gods gar« 
ners,that is intheirhearts and ſoules. 
And thus committing this licle volumeto your reading,the matterto your 
practiſe : you and yours,tothe bleſſed fauour of that God, whom you lerue: 
and my felfe and my endeuours, to your hartic loue, and holy praters, I take 


leaue: From my ſtudic. Aguf. 7.1605. 


Thi WC brit leſas, ener aſſured. 
William Craſhawe. 


ED 
TO THE CHRISTIAN 


READER, AND ESPECIALLY TO AL SVCH 
as haue any Coppies of the workes of Maiſter Per- 


kins , or intend any of them to 
the Preſſe. 


>| Oraſmuch as there hath beent lately ſignification made,of diners of 
q'/ | Maiſter Perkins hs workes hereafter to be Printed,in an Epiſtlets 
D Y| the Reader premiſed before the T reatiſe of Callings, and that ſige 
Te\ nification being but generall , might yeraduenture gme occaſion to 
II | ome, to ſet out ſome particulars ( withont the conſent of Maiſter 
FP IIIgy>) Peokins bis aſsignes )as imperfetthy as are theſe two books, intitaled 
The retormation of Couctouſneſle,avd The Practiſe of Faith, infly and truly 
(for ought that 1 ſee ) cenſured in the aforeſaide Epiſtle: It is therefore now thought 
2004 to mention the particular Treatiſes,and works of his which shall hereafter(if God 
will)be publiſhed, for the benefite of Gods Church : 1 doe therefore hereby make knowne 
10 all,whi it any way may concerne, that there were found in the Sindie of the deceaſed, 
and are in the hands of his Executors,or Aſcignes,and preparing for the Preſſe, 
1. His Expoſitions on the Epiſtle tothe Galathians, | 
2 Onthe Epiſtle of Tude. 
2 His Booke of the Caſes of Conſcience, 
3 His Treatiſes,r. of Witchcraft, 2, Of Callings, 


All theſe he had peruſed himſelfe and made them ready for the Preſſe, according to 
which Coppies by himſelfe ſs corretted, ſome of them muy are, and the reſt will bee 
publiſhed in due time: And herevpon we deſire all men who hane Coppies of them,»ot to 
offer that wrong ts that worthy man of God, as to publiſh any of their owne,/eeing the 
Copvies hereof which are to be Printed , are of his owne correcting : but rather if they 
can helpe to make any of them more perfett bytheir Coppies , they may therein ave 4 
200d worke to the benefit of many, and much comfort torhemſelues. 

And further,1 doe hereby make knowne, that I haue in my hands at this preſent of 
his workes take n from his mouth with my owne hand, hereafter (if God will)to be pub» 
liſhed with the allowance of our Church, and far the benefit of his children, theſe par« 


ticnlars., 


1 Wi Expoſitions or readings, onthe 101,Plalme. 

2 onthe; 2, Plalme. 

3; Onthe 11.Chap.totheHebrewes, 

4 Onther.2.& 3. a the Reuelation. 

5. 0n the 5.6.and7 Chaptersof Saint Mathew. 

2 Hu Confutation of Caniſius bi (ittle Popiſh Catechiſme, 
3 His Treatiſes,r.0f Tmaginations.0 ut of Geneſ.8. 2. 
2 Of Temprations,out of Mathew. 4. 
A 4 3 Of 


prot Done <a we = — 


TO THE READER. 
; Of Chriſtianequitic, o#t of Philippians, 4.3, 
4 Of the Callings of the Miniſtery,ovt of two places of Scripture. 
5 Of Repentance,out of Zephaniah,z. 1. 

Beſides many other particular Sermons, and ſhort diſcourſes made wyon ſecerall, 
and |pecialtoccaſions: of allwhich, ſome are already publiſhed by others, andſome ty 
my ſelfe:and all the reſt that remaine, as they be the lewels of Gods Church,ſoaid 1 wil- 
lingly dedicate them to the publique andgenerall good, Indging it were a foule ſinze in 
me, or any other, toimpropriate to our ſelues, or our owne prinate vſe,thelabours of 
This,or any other learned man,whith are in my opinion,parts ofthe Trealurie of the 
militant Charch: And as it werewrong tothe Church, If 1 ſhould conceale them,ſo 
dowbtleſſe were it to him and his children: 1f T (howld publiſh them for mine own alone, 
and not for their benefit. If 1doe , Ithinke it may be iuſtly ſaide unto me, or whoſocuer 
dothſo, Thy mony periſh with thee . Andwhat herein I hane ſaid for my _ 
know 1 may boldly and ſafely ſay, for his Executorsor Aſsignes, which haue or hadin 
their hands,any of thoſe mhich were found in his Studie: 1n the publiſhing of allwhich, 
as wedoe intend to deale truly with the Chriſtian Reader, and not to commit any thing 
tothe Preſſe, which hath not either beene written or correed,by rhe Author him- 
ſelfe,or faithfully penned according to the trueſt Coppies taken from his owne noath, 
and ſince by others of ſufficiencie andintegritie , diligently peruſed: ſo we purpoſe tore- 
ferre them tothe benefit of the Authours wife andchildren,as much as may be, wiſh- 
ing that vgon this Caueat,en wonld not be ſo haftie(as ſome haue beene\to commend 
to theworld their vnperte notes, vpon a baſe deſire of 4 little gaine,both to hinder 
the common good of the Church, and 10 defraude the ſaid parties of their priuate bene< 


ft,towhomin all equitie and conſcience,jt doth principally appertaine: and deſiring 


allwho haue any perfeR Coppies of ſuch as are in my owne handes, that they would 
either helye me with theirs, or rather take mine to helpe them. T hat by our ioynt 
wers andour forces laid togetherithe walles of this mt PORE ny 0 up the /tis 
rer,and the faſter. And (o I commendthem all to Gods © abt, Ae COMB 
mend themſelues,andtheir wbours,to God,and to his Churdh, 


Your brother in the Lord. 


W., (o 
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TO REPENTANCE. 


Zophoniah,Chap,2,verſc-1.2. 


Search your ſeluer,enen (earch you © nati- 
0n,not worthy to be beloned: before the 
Decree come forth,and you be as Chaſe 


that paſſeth on a day, 


— 


———_—— 


= e$ He Prophet inthe 

a6) firſt Chapter of this 
SY prophecy rebuketh 
I che /ewes of three 


latry,fraud,and cru- 
eltic, Inthis ſecond 
hee exhorts them torepentance, and 
withal reproueth ſome of their ſpeciall 
fanes, In the three firſt verſes he pro« 
poundeththe Do&trine of repentance, 
| and addeth ſome ſpeciall reaſons to 
moove and ftirrethem yp to the prac- 
tiſe of it, In propounding the Dotrine 
of repentance, he dire&s it to two ſorts 
of men, Firſt tothe obſlinate and impes 
nitent /ewes inthe firſt and ſecond vers 
ſes.Secondly,to the better ſort ofthem, 
inthethird, So thatthe ſumme and ſub- 
ſtice oftheſe two firſt verſes, 13 a briefe 
and ſummaric propounding of the do. 
Qrine of Repcntance to the obſtinate 
Jewes., The wordes containe in them 


4. In the ſecond verſe:the time limit- 
ting them, when to repent, before the de- 
cree conge forth;that is, before God putin 
exccution the iudgements which are 
already decreed &appointed for them, 
5A forcible reaſon vrging them to doe 
which lieth hidzand 15 neceflarily ims 
plied in the fourth pointz namely, that 
there is 4 decree againſl them , which 
wants nothing but execution;which als 
ſo ſhall come vnleſle they repet,where- 
by they ſhall be fanned;and if they ſhal 
be found to be chaſte, they ſhall flye a» 
way with the wind of Gods iuſtice. Of 
all theſe points in order, 

For the firſt , the holy Ghoſt aiths 
Search your einer, T he words are coms- 
monly reade thus. Gather your [elner, 
which though it be good,for that in res 
pentancea man gathereth himſclfe,and 
all his wits together, which afore were 
diſperfed, &wardred vp &down in va- 
nitie:yet 7rather allow their trapſlation 
who read thus. Searchor fan your ſelues: 
but either of them may ſtand, becauſe 
the word in the original doth coprehed 
both ſignificatios; yet it feemeth thatto 
ſcarchyor ſift, fits this place bettergcolis 
dring the ſame manner of ſpeech is af- 
terwards continucd in the word (haffet 
ſo that the meaning ofthe holy Ghoſt 


5-ſeverall points, touching the doftrine ſeemeth to bee this : Search, try, and 


of repentance. 
1,Thedutietobe 


fanne your ſelues, leaſt you bee found 
earch; light 


,and ſofly awayand be con- 


2,Who mult be ſearched:yowr /eines; ſumed before the iuſtice of God, 


2,Who muſt docit, The ewes; who Concerning 


this dutic of — 


arefurther deſcribed to be a n«t5on,not let vs obſerve firſt, that the holy Gho 
to be beloned of God, theſearein vrging the /ewes to repent, victh not 
the firſt vrle, | 


the word UN i but bids them 


ſearch 


lunius. 


TO THE READER. 


3 Of Chriſtian equitic, owt of Philippians, 4.3. 
4 Of the Callings of the Miniſtery,ovt of two places of Scripture. 
5 Of Repentance,oxt of Zephaniah,z. 1. | 
Beſides many other particular Sermons, and ſhort diſcourſes made upon ſeaerall, 
and ſpecialloccaſions : of all which, ſome are already publiſhed by others, andſomet y 
my ſelfe:and all thereft that remaine, as they be the lewels of Gods Church,ſodid I wit- 
lingl dedicate them to the publique andgenerall good. Indging it were a foule ſinxe in 
me, or any other , toimpropriate to our ſelues, or our owne priuate wſe,thelabours of 
This,or any other learned man,which are in my opinion,parts of the Trealurie of the 
militant Charch: Aud as it were wrong tothe Church, 1/ 1 ſhould conceale them,ſo 
dowbtleſſe were it to him and his children: 1f T ſhould publiſh them for mine own alone, 
and not for their benefit. If 1 doe , Ithinke ut may be inſtly ſaide vnto me, or whoſocuer 
doth ſo, Thy mony periſh with thee , Andwhat herein I hane ſaid for my ſelfe:1 
know 1 may boldly and ſafely ſay, for hu Executors or Aſsignes, which haue or hadin 
their hands,any of thoſe which were found in his Studie: In the publiſhing ofallwhich, 
as wedoe intend to deale truly with the Chriſtian Reader, and not 1o commit any thing 
tothe Preſſe, which hath not either beene written or corrected,by rhe Author him- 
ſelfe,or faithfully penned according to the trueſt Coppies taken from hic owne month, 
and ſince by others of ſufficiencie andintegritie , diligently pernſed: ſo we purpoſe to re- 
ferre them tothe benefit of the Authougs wife and chilaren,as much as may be, wiſh- 
ing that yon this Caueat,en wonld Wot be ſo haftie(a: ſome haue beent)to commend 
to theworld their ynperte notes,vpon a baſe deſire of 4 little gaine,both to hinder 
the common good of the Church, and to defrauae the ſaid parties of their prinate bene= 
ft,towhomin all equitie and conſcience,jt doth principally appertaine: 4nd deſiring 
allwho haue any perfe Copies of ſuch as are in my owne handes, that they would 
either hetye me with theirs, or rather take mine 10 helpe them. T hat by our ioynt yo« 
wers,and our forces laid together: the walles of this worthy building may goe wp the fat 
rer,and the faſter. And G I commenathem all to Gods bleſsing,who -.. WA COND 
mend themſetues,and their abours,to God,andto his Church, 


Your brother inthe Lord. 
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TO REPENTANCE. 


Zophoniah,Chap,2,verſc-1. 2. 


Search your ſeluer,enen (earch you 6 nati- 
0n,not worthy to be beloned: before the 
Decree come forth and you be as Chaſe 
that paſſeth on « day, 


— 


$8) He Prophet in the 
[= d.\ firſt Chapter pray 
IN prophecy rebuketh 
6 * | ra of three 


latry,fraud,and cru- 
| eltic, In this ſecond 
hee exhorts them to repentance, and 
withal reproueth ſome of their ſpeciall 
franes, In the three firſt verſes he pro« 
poundeththe Do&trine of repentance, 
| and addeth ſome fpeciall reaſons to 
moove and ftirrethem yp to the prac- 
tiſe of it, In propounding the Dotrine 
of repentance, he dire&ts it to two ſorts 
of men, Firſt tothe obſlinate and impes 
nitent /ewes inthefirſt and ſecond vers 
ſes.Secondly,to the better ſort ofthem, 
in thethird, So thatthe ſumme and ſub- 
ſtice oftheſe two firſt verſes, is a briefe 
and ſummarie propounding of the do. 
Qrine of Repcntance to the obſtinate 


4. In the ſecond verſe:the time limit- 
ting them, when to repent,before the de- 
cree come forth;that is, before God putin 
exccution the iudgements which are 
already decreed &appointed for them, 
5-A forcible reaſon vrging them to doe 
which licth hidzand 15 neceſſarily ims 
plied in the fourth point; namely, that 
there is 4 decree agamſf them , which 
wants nothing but execution;which als 
ſo ſhall come vnleſle they repet,where- 
by they ſhall be fannedzand if they ſhal 
be found to be chaſte, they ſhall flye a» 
way with the wind of Gods iuſtice. Of 
all theſe points in order, 

For the firſt, the holy Ghoſt faiths 


Search your ſeiner,T he words are come 


monly rcade thus. Gather your [elner, 
whick though it be good,for that in res 
pentancea man gathereth himlclfe,and 
all his wits together, which afore were 
diſperfed, &wandred vp &down in va- 
nitie:yet 7rather allowtheir trapſlation 
who read thus. Searchor fan your ſelues: 
but either of them may ſtand, becauſe 
the word in the original doth coprehed 
both ſignificatios; yet it feemeth thatto 
ſearch,or ſift, fits this place bettergcolis 
dring the ſame manner of ſpeech is af- 
terwards continued in the word (haffez 


Jewes, The wordes containe in them ſo that the meaning ofthe holy Ghoft 

5-ſeverall points, touching the doftrine ſeemeth to bee this : Search, try, and 

of repentance. fanne your ſelues, leaſt you bee found 
I, Thedutietobe earch; light ,and ſo fly awayand be con- 
2, Who mult be ſearched:your /einer; ſumed before the iuſtice of God, 
3,Who muſt docit, The /ewes; who ing this dutic of ſearchin 


Concerning 
arefurther deſcribed to be a nation,not let vs obſerve firſt, that the holy Gholt 
to be beloned of God, theſearein vrging the ewes to repent, victh not 
the firſt vrſe, ; tun? 


the word WG but bids them 


ſearch 


unuge 


Lamen,z, 


2 An Exhortation to Repentance. 


ſearch themſelues: yet meaning, hee ſame way againe: for now hee fecth 
would have them torepent; giving vs the height of the Movuntaines ; the 
to ynderſtand , that no man can haue ſteepenelle of the Hilles, the crags 
trucand ſound repentance , but hee ginefle of the Rocks, the fearful down: 
who hath firlt of all ſearched and ex- fall, and the furious violence of the 
amined himſelfe: and this ſtands with ſtreame vnderneath, &therby ſecth t}.c 
coodreaſon, for nomaucanrepent, extreame danger, which afore he ſawe 
who firſt of al doth not know himſclte, not:therfore he wondreth, & reioiceth, 
and his owne wretchednefle, But no that he hath eſcaped ſo great a danger; 
man canſecinto himſelte, nor knowe and will by no meanes be drawn to goe 
himſelfe, but heethat doth diligently that way in the day, which hee went 
ſearch himlclfe : fo that the begin. moſt careleſly in the darkeneſle of the 
ning of all grace, is for a man to night,butſeeketh another way{though 
| fearchandtry,and tanne himfelfe, that irſhuld befar abour:)So a ſinner in his 
thereby he may knowewhat is in hime firſt eſtate, which is naturall & corrupt 
ſelfe : that fo vpon the ſearch, ſecing (as wee are bred and borne ) hath a 
his fearcfull ana damnable c(tate, hee vaile before his face ; ſo that hee ſeceth 
may forſake himſclte & his own wates nothing:the wrath of God & the curſe 
and turne tothe Lord, Thus ſpeaketh due for finne, Hell and damnation ſee. 
the koly Ghoſt in the heartes of holy king to deuoure him, heſeeth the nor, 
menzLet vs ſearch andtry owr waies:and although (liuing alwaies in ſinne,)hee 
marke whatfolloweth;and rurne agaime walketh in the very Iawes of Hell it 
rothe Lord: as though there wereno ſelfez and becauſe he ſeeth not this fears 
turning againeto the Lord, butafter a full daunger, therefore hee refuſcthno 
ſcarching of our ſelues, With this teſti- finneatall,butruſheth ſecurely into all 
monie of the holy Ghoſt , agreeth the manner of lin: the nightof impeniten- 
teſtimonie ofal holymens conſciences, cie, and the myſt of :gnorance lo blin- 
who all know, thatthefirſt beginning ding his eyes, that he ſeeth not the nar. 
aftheirturaing vnto the Lord, - was a row bridge ofthis life, from which ifhe 
ſcarchingot themſeclues: Let any repE- flide,hefalles immediatly into the bot- 
tant ſinner aske his conſciencezand call tomleſle pit of Hell, ? 
to minde his firſt calling and conuerſi= But when as Gods ſpirit hath by the 
on,and he will remember that the ficlt light of Gods word opened his eyes & 
thing in his repentance was'thisz that touched his heart to conſider his eſtate, 
he ſcarched into himſelfe, and looked then hee feeth the fraile bridge of this 
narrowly into his wates, and finding narrowelife, and how little a ſteppe 
his waies dangerous, and his caſe feare- thereis betweene him and damnationz 
full, did thereupon reſolue to takea then hee ſecth Hell open duefor his 
new courſe, and turne to the Lord for finnes, and himſelfein the high way to 
pardon and mercic , and for grace to it 3 finne being the craggy Rocke, and 
enterinto more holy, . and more com- Hell the gaping gulfe vader itz this life 
fortable courſes, being the narrowe bridge , and dam- 
The manthat paſſeth vponridges of nation the ſtreame which runneth vn- 
Mountaines,& {des of hils,or that go- der it: Then hee wondreth at his tuj» 
eth ouer anarrow bridge, or ſome dan- ſerable ſtate, admireth the mercy of 
gerous and ſteepe Rocks at midnight, God in keeping him from falling ins 
fearcth not, becauſe hee ſeeth no daun- tothebottome of Hell , wondreth at 
ger: but bring the ſameman, inthe the preſumptuous boldneſle of bixcor: 
morning, and let him ſee the narrowe ruption, which ſo ſecurely plodded-on 
bridgeghe wentoucrin the night;,vnder towards deſtruftion, and being atha- 
which runnes a violent ſtreame;' and a medof himſclfe, and theſe his waics, he 
bottomleſle gulte,and the daungerous turnes his heart tothe God that ſaued 
Mountaines,and rocks,hepaſſed over, him from theſe daungers'3- and/ſets 
and hee will wonder at his owne bolds himſelfe into more holy wayes, and 
neſſe, and ſhrinke for feareto thinke more comfortable courſes, and\con- 


of it,and will by no meanes venturethe fefſeth that ignorance made him wh, 
an 


and blindneſſe made him fo preſump- 
tuous ; but nowehee ſeeth the daun« 
yer » and will by no- meanes goethe 

ame way againzand thus the ſearching 


and ſeeing into the fouleneſle of finne, 


and the danger thereof, is the firſt bes 
ginning of repentance,and the firſt ſtep 
into grace, 

This doctrine teacheth vs what faith 
and repentance is general in the world. 
All men ſay,they þelicue, and havere- 
pented long agoe; but tric it well, and 
we ſhall findein the body of our Na- 
tiongbut a lippefaith, and alippe Re- 
pentance: for even when they lay ſo, 
they are blinde and ignorant of their 
owne eſtate, & knowt not themſclues, 
but preſume of themſelues, that be- 
cauſe they are baptiſed and live in the 
Church, therefore they are in Gods fa- 
uourgand in very good eſtate, when as 
they neuer yet were rec6cled to God: 
and are ſo farce from it , that they ne- 
ver yet ſawe any (innes in themſelues 
wherofthey ſhuld repent:as a man tra. 
uelling in the night, ſeeth no daunger, 
but plods on without feare : So the 

moſt part of our common people, in 
the night of their ignorance, think and 

reſume they loue and feare God, and 
ha their Neighbour z and that they 
haue euerdone ſo : Nay, itis the com- 
mon opinion that a man may do ſo by 
nature, and that hee'is riot worthy to 
live, whodoth notloue God with all 
his heart, and beliene in /e/ws Chriſt : 
But alas poore ſimple ſoules, they ne. 
uer knewe what {inne was, neuer ſear- 
ched nor ſaw into their own harts with 
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loſtin a great houſe: Or as a man may 
ſearch for gold in a Myne ofthe earth, 
where is much earth,and but very little 
gold Oare. | 
Hence we may learne, that in true 
Repentance,and converſion, wee muſt 
not ſearch ſo only,as to find the grolle 
and palpable finnes of our lives:but {0 
as we may findethoſe finnes which the 
world accounts leſſer {linnes, and eſpie 
our ſecret faults & priuie corruptions; 
Some corruptions ſeeme more neere a 
kinne of our nature, and therein men 
hopeto be excuſed,when they forſake 
many other greater {ins:But a true pe- 
nitent ſinner muſt ſearch forfuch , (o 
as a good Magiſtrate ſearcheth for a 
lurking traitor which is conueied into 
ſome cloſe and ſecret corner , and hee 
muſtranſack his heart for ſuch corrup= 
tions,as wherein his heatt takes ſpecial 
delight,and muſt thinke that no ſinne 
can beſo {mall,butitis too great to bee 
ſpared,and that euery ſinne great orli- 
tle, muſt beeſearched for, as being all 
T raitors to Gnds Maiclhe, 

But alas,the practiſe of the world is 
farre otherwiſe 5 great ſitities are little 
finnes, little finnesateno finnes: Nay, 
after alittte 'cuſtome, grear ſinhes are 
allo little of tiothing,and (o at laſt me 
make no bones of grofſe and gtieuwous' 
fins : andfor the moſt part men ſearch 
ſo ſuperficially, that they ſcarſe find a- 
ny thing to be ſinne: ſich excuſes are 
made,(uch diſtin&iss are deuiſed,ſuch 
mittigations, ſnch qualifications,ſuch 
colours are caſt vppon all ſinnes ; as 
now vp and downe the world , groſle 


the light of Gods lawe,for if they had,' ſins are called into queſtion, whether 
they ſhould haue ſeene ſuch a Sea of they be ſins or no and the great tranſ« 
corruption, that then they would con-! grefſions of the lawe are connted (mall 
felle itto bee the hardeſt thing inthe matters, neceſſuric evils of inconueni. 
world, toloue God, and to belieuein- ences, tollerated to auoide other emls; 
Chriſt,1nd forſakefirinetit'is therefore” and what is hee counted*bor a curious 
manifeſt, that they have not yetbe<' and percife foole, which Randes vpon 
guntobelieve or repent, nor haneen-. ' them : {2norance after fine and thittie 
tred intothefirlt ſtep of grace, which? yeares preaching is connted no finne, 
leadeth to repentance, for that they” Plind deuotion in Gods ſervice no ſin, 
haue not learned this leſſon, which the' lippe labour in praying, yaine and cu + 
Prophet teacheth : thatis, to /eeveh) ſtomableſwearme, mocking ofreligi-. 
themſelues. '' on;,and the profeſſors thereof, no fin: * 
Furthermore, letvsin the ſecond prophaning of the Saboath ,” conten. 
placezobſerue betterthe ſignificationef' ning ofpreachers,' abufing ofparehte,. 
the'word: it ſignifiethto Search'nar<- nv ſinne:pride in apparell, fiperfluitic” 


rowly, asa man would doe for apetee” in meates; beaſtly and ordinarie drun- 
of Gold,or a precious Iewell, which is? kenneſle, fornicationgno ſinnes. Nay, 
B 2 | 


deceits, 


4 


deceits, Coſonages, oppreſſting viury, whole pariſh: then how doth that man 


notorious briberic,and couctouſneſle, 


that mother ſinne; theſe are covnted 
no ſinnes2 theſe beames are made but 
moates by prophane men, & they are 
ſo minced and carued, or there is ſome 
ſuch neccfſitic oftthem , or ſome ſuch 
other flouriſh or verniſh muſt be caſt 
vpon the, as that they arelittleor none 
at all, Alas, alas, is notthata ſimple 
and afilly ſearch where ſuch blockes as 
theſcare,lye vaſpied?what are moulc- 
hils, when ſuch mountaines are not 
ſeenc? Moatcs will be little regarded, 
whereſuch beames are not diſcerned ; 
butit is cleere,that therefore there is no 
true criall nor diligent ſearch made; for 
a true conuert will ſearch his heart 
for all,and will ſpare none ; He deales 
in ſearching his owne heart, as a good 
Juſtice of Peace in ſearching for trays 
tors or Seminarie Prieſts. He ſeckes 
not ſuperficially,but moſt exa&tly,and 
leaucth neuer acorner vaſought , and 
he thinkes great ſinnes to bee 1nfivite, 
and little finnes great, and iudgeth no 
ſinne ſo (mall, but that it deſcrueth the 
anger of God, & theretore he wonders 
at the mercy of God,which throwes vs 
not all down to he] in a moment; & he 
cricth out with holy Jeremie : tis the 
Lord: mercy that we are not conſumed. A» 
way then with this ſuperficiall and by# 
pocritical ſearch,where ſo many ſinnes 
areſpared and not found ont Itis Phas 
rifaical', for euen ſo the Phariſie, hen 
hee came into the Temple to recken 
with God, and totell what Traytours 
hee had found, that is, what ſinnes vp- 
on good ſearch hee hadeſpicd, hee res 
turnes his precept, all 1s well, hee hath 
found neuer aone, but beginnes to 
thanke God that hee was ſo good, and 
ſo good,and not foill,and (o1ll,nor yet 
like the Publicane, The world is tull 
of Phariſies, not onely the Popiſh 
Church: but even our Churcfhſwarms 
with theſe ſuperficiall ſearchers , who 
cannot (becauſethey will not, ) finde 
any ſinne to preſent yato God , Men 
thinke in the Countrice, a Church Of- 
ficer hazards his Oathzif he preſent all 
well, and findeth no faultin, bis Pas 
riſh, to preſent as puniſhable to the 


Ordinary :formen thinke, it vnpoſlis. 


ble, that there ſhould bee none ina 
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hazard his own ſoule,who being made 
ouerſcer & ſcarcher of his heart, findes 
nothing in 1t to: preſent to the Lord, 
Foritis not more eaſie to eſpyec out- 
ward and aQtuall tranſgreſsions in a 
whole pariſh, then it is to finde a heape 
of corruptions in a mans hegrt,it a man 
will ſearch into the bottome of it with 
the lightof Gods Jaw, Therefore when 
the Lord comes and keepes his viſita- 
tion,what ſhall become of ſuch,a man, 
but ro vndergoe the (trift and ſeuere 
ſearch of the Almightie, becauſe hee 
would not ſearch himſelfe ? 

Our bodies and lines are free from 
ſpaniſh Inqwition (which is one of the 
laſt props, which Sathan hath lentthe 
Pope, wherewith to vphold his de- 
clining Kingdom)and the Lord grant 
we may becuer free from it, Bntin the 
meane time, that might put vsin mind 
how to deale with our corrupthearts, 
and vnmortified affeions , cuen to 
erect an /nqm/uionouer them,to lay mn 
walte tor themgto ſearch them narrow- 
ly,and to vie themrovughly : yez, toſet 
our hearts vponthe rack of Gods law, 
that ſo it may confelle the ſecret wic- 
kedneſſe ot it 3 for the Papiſtes doe 
not thinke vs Proteſtants, greater enc- 
mites to their ſuperſtition, then the in- 
ward corruptions of our hearts, are to 
our'faluation}, therefore it may bee a 
godly polliciefor euery man, even to 
cre&t an Ingwmiſition over his owne heart 
and conſcience y -and not to ſpare his 
moſt ſecret and deareſt finnes-, and 
ſuch as are neercſt allyed to his owne 
nature : for that is the true ſearch here 
commaunded by the Prophet, and 
practiſed by all godly and holy men: , 
when a man purpoſeth to findeall that 
are, aadtoeſpie cucn all his ſinnes:for 
a godly man. 1s neuer ſatisfied in his 
ſearch, but ſtill, the, more he findes,hee 
ſuſpets the more are ſtill behind tand 
therefore hee continveth ſearching his 
owne heart all hjs life long:zThearefore 
let every profeſſor looke to it betwixt 
God.& his confcience;that he dally not 
with himſelfe in this caſe:for ifhee doc, 
then, when God comes with his priuic 
ſearch,his hipocrifie ſhal be difcouered. 
&his nakedves ſhal be laidopenin the: 
viewe of men,& Angels;to his cternall 
confuſion, 11 -, Thirds. 


Thirdly, Seerch, ſaith the Pros 
phet, butnotſo content: hee forceth it 
againe,Exes ſearchyow, Inthus rep ea- 
ting and vrging this exhortation, the 
holy Ghoſt giues them.and vs to vn- 
derſtand, that thetrue ſearching of a 
mans heart,and life, is-a duty of a great 
moment, and ſpecial neceſſicie : there+ 
forc he leaves it not after once naming 
it, butintorceth it the ſecond time, as| 
being no matter of indiff-rency, but of 
great neceſlitie: thereby ſhewing, that 
itis a principall dutie in repentanceye- 
uen the beginning and foundation of 
all true grace. 

An:!turther, ic is a meanes alſo to 
preuent Gods iudgements : for when 
men ſearch not themſelues, then God 
ſendes the fire of afl: tions, and crol- 
ſes to trieand ſearch them 3: but when 
they ſcarch themſclues, then God {pa-! 
reth to ſearch them by his iuſt tudge- 
ments, 

Now inthat this dutie of ſearching: 
is both the bzginning ofall true grace, 
and the m:anec to ſtaie Gods iudges: 
ments, and therefore'is ſo pithely, and 
forceably vrged by the holy Gholt, 
it mult teach vs all a neceſlary leſſon?! 
namely, to make great conſcience of 
ſearching our ſelues; Firſt, becaule! 
God hathſo commanded, and we are 
to make: conſcience of obedience to 65 
uery commaundement, Sccondly,be» 
cauſe therby we fhal rgape two ſo great. 
commodities, as firſhthexeby we (hall 
lay aſure foundati6 forthe good work 
of gracein vs, arid ſecondly, ſhall ſtaie 
the hand of God, and hisiudgements, 
from being executed yponvs, Let vs: 
therefore hearken to'this-counſaile of 
the holy ghoſt, let ys take the fan ofthe, 
Lawe, and therewith ſearch and win- 
nowe our harts and lives, Our hearts, 
for ſecretand hidden corruptions.Our 
lives, for committing of euil, and o«. 
mirting of good. Doe with your hearts 
as men doe with their wheate : they 
will not ſuffer their corneto lielongin 
the chaffe, lealt the chaffe hurt itz but: 
commits it to the fanne, that the winde 
may ſeparatethem ; Sothe graces of 
Godinour hearts arepurecorne, our 
{innes &corruptions are chafte:looke 
well, & thou ſhalt find in thy ſelf much: 
chaffe,and butlittle corne; let not then 
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the chaffe lye too long mingled with 
the cornegleſt it corrupt the corne. Let 
not thy (ins lye mingled withche grace 
ot God in thee, it thou doe, they wall 
chokeitin the end, and fo depriuc thee 
of al graceztherfore rip vp thy hart,and 
looke into thy life and when thou halt 
ſinned,cnter into thy. ſelf, aske thy c6- 
ſcience what thou haſt done, & be not 
quiet til thou haſt found out thy finne, 
and the foulecnes of itz and neuer thinke 
that tkou knowelt any thing inreligt- 
on, til thou knoweſt what 1s in thine 
owne heart, And what are thy ſpeciall 
andpriuieſt corruptions,and looke in» 
to thine owne faults,not with a partial 
eyc, but with a cenſorious, and a ſtrait 
iudgement, ſpare (inne in no man, but 
eſpecially condemne it in thy ſelte, 
But alas, theſe times of ours,cry out 
of an other (tate, for euen l[eremies caſe 
is ours; We my complaine as hee did, 


: Noman repents him of has wickeaneſſe, lere.$.5, 


ſaymg, what bane ] done? the ſameis the 
ſore of our people, and the ſickneſle 
ofall Nations} that euery man runnes 
on in his finnes, from-ſinne to ſinne, 
careleſly :euen as thebarde horſe into 
the battaile, » But how rare a thing is 
it,to fande a man, that daily ſearcheth 
himſelfe, and examines how hee liues,. 
& how the caſe ſtandeth betwixt God 
and himſelfe : and that when hee hath. 
done amiſle,entereth into the cloſet of 
his hart, andftrikes himſelfe vpon the 
breaſhand diſputes the caſe with him- 
ſelfe, laying; Phathane I done? O what 
is this, chat'] haue done againſt Gad, 
againſthis Church, & again(t my own 
ſoule? 5 | 
 Thewantof this, is that which 
the Prophet complaines of in that 
place : notasthoughit were ſufficient 
thus todoe, in a mans owne con(ci-: 
ence : but becauſe it'isa good begin- 
ning, anda ſtep to further grace. For 
if a man did-ſeriouſly thus deale with 
his conſcience after his finne , his con« 
ſcience - wonld: ſhape him ſuch an 
aunſwere:, and woulde tell him fo 
roundly, what hee had done, that hee 
would take heede, how hee did the 
ſame againe, / and looke more nar« 
rowly, and warily to himſelfe all the 
dayes of his life, - Sceing therefore it 
is ſoncceſſariea dutie, let every one 
B 3 of 
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of vs indeuonr the praiſe of it,name= 
ly , to rippeand ranfacke our hearts, 
and to ſearch our waies vnto the bot- 
rome, 

Now for your better inſtruion, 
and furtherance in the performance 
hereof : you muſt knowe that this 


Search is to bee made by the Laweof 


God,for nothing els but Gods law can 
helpe vs, and let vs ſee that which wee 
mult ſearch for:for if we ſearch by any 
other meanes, we may ſecke and ſearch 
long enough,ere we find anything that 
will be matter of repentance, Askethe 
divell, hee will tell thee all is well, and 
that thou art in an excellent eſtatezand 
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rules, the truth whereof vnleſle wee 
knowe, acknowledge, and feele: wee 
{hall neuer ſce our owne eſtate, nor 
profite by this Search, but plodde on 
from ſine to ſinne, vntill wee plunge 
into hell, F 
The fiſt Rules, that every man 
that came from eAdam, ſinned in the 
{inne of eAdem 2: thou muſt therefore 
knowe, that his ſfinnein eating the for- 
bidden fruitegwas thy finne's and thou 
ſianed(t therein, as well as hee(though 
thou waſt then vnborne) and that thou 
art guiltte of it bifore God, and mult 
aunſwere for it to GODS inſtice, 
vnleſlc Chriſt doeitfor thee, T he rea- 


God loues thee, and thou art ſure of ſon hereof is, becauſe wee are his ſeede 


Heaven : this ſong the diuell alwayes 
ſings for the moſt parttill a man comes 
todye, for then hee appeares in his 
colours , buttill then , hee labours 
to ſing, andlull all men a f{cepe in the 
cradle of ſecuriue, Aske our own fleſh, 
and our owne hearts and natures, and 
they will anſwere, and ſay, thatall is 
well and ſafe, and that wee have belie- 
ued, and loued and feared God all our 
daies, Aske the world, and men in the 


world:and they will anſwere,allis welz 
and they will ſay turthergthatthov art a' 


rizht gopdfellowand art worth twen- 
tic of theſe curious fooles thattick vp. 


on points, and ſtand vpon circumſtan-: 


ces,as {wearing & drinking, and good 
fellowſhip,and gaming, and ſuch other 
nice and circumſtanciall points : thus 
will worldly men anſwere:forthy pro- 
phanecourle is acceptable to them,be- 
cauſe thereby thou approueſt the ſame 
in them. Nay,gocturther,and aske all 
humane learning in the world, andit 
cannot tc]| thee what one ſinne is, nor 
whatit is to offend God : ſothat there 
remaines onely the laweof God, the 
light whereot will diſcloſe thedarke- 
neſle of our hearts , and the-iuſtice 
whereof will reucale the varighreouſ.. 
neſle and the peruerſneſle of our na- 
tures : therefore to the Lawe of God. 
muſt wee flye to helpe vs in this 
ſearch, . 


And yetfor our betterhelpeinthis 
dutie,and that there may bee nothing 
wanting to: that ſoule,- that ſeekerh: 
God, thereforewe arc further to know, 
that if wee will ſearch our ſelues by the 
lawe profitably, we muſt marke three 


& poſteritie,we were the in his loines, 
he was the father of vs all:and was not 
a private mi as weare nowgbut a pub- 
like perlon,the pledge of all mankind, 

and bare the perſon of vs all at that 
time:therefore what he did thenghe did 
it for himſelfe,and for vs : what coue- 

nant God made with him, was made 
for himſelfc and vs : what God promi- 
ſed him, and hee to God, hee promiſed 
for him(elf,andfor vs: what he receiued 
in his Creation, hee received forhims 
ſelte, and for vs: and what hegained or 
loſt by his tall, hee gained and loſt for 
v$,as for hmſelfe;He loſt the fauonr of 
God, and originall puritie:therefoze he 
loſt it for all his poſteritie : guiltineſſe, 
and Gods anger,and corruption of na» 
tvre which he gained, he got for vs all, 

as well as for himfelfe. If we doubt of 
thi: point, itis proved by the Apoſtles 
where the holy Ghoſt ſaith 3 * Sin en- 


tred by one man,and death by fin: and that *Rom-joI 
frnme went over all, an that it went oner 


all them which fined not in the bike tranſ: 


greſſion with Adam (that is, even our 


children )| who as they are borne, are 
borne not onely fainted with originall 
corruption:- but guiltic alfo of Adams 
ſinne+ © T his isamolt certaine truth, 
though it ſeeme'ſtrange, for fewe mcn 
thinke of1t,thateuer they ſhal anſwere 
for Adam: finhe : and therefore'if any 


' obiet *whatreaſon is there that Fane 


ſwere for another mans finne? 7 ane 
ſwere, true,if it had beene Adm linne 
alonetbut it was his and thine alſo : for 
hee was thy Father and ſtoodein thy 
roome: and thou alſo ſince thou waſt 
borae, haſt confirmed what _ did. 

ow 


Now therefore though not one of ma« 
ny thinkes ſeriouſly thereof ; namely, 
that hee ſhould ſtand guiltie of a finne 
committed more then fiue thouſand 
yecres before he was borne, yet (eeing; 
tis molt true, both in Scriptureand 
goodreaſon :; leteuery man ſubſcribe 
10 his conſcience to this truth, And let 
this be thy firlt reſolutis in this ſearch, 
that thou (tandeſt guiltie of eAdaws 
tranſgreſſion, 


The ſecond rule to bee knowne 15, 


that in cuery man are all ſinnes : more 
plainely, that in enery man by nature 
are the ſcedes of all finneszand that not 
in the worſt, but in the beſt natured 
men:make choyle of the belt man and 
the greateſt ſinne, and that worlt ſinne 
is to be found in that beſt man, If any 
doubt of this, let him conſider what 
originall fiance is, namely, a corrupti- 
on of the powers of our foulesz and 
that not of ſome, or in part, but ofall, 
and wholy, This corruption hath tw@ 
parts, Firſt a want, not of ſome,but of 
all good inclinatis, a want of all good. 
nes. Secondly,a deprauation & prone- 
nelle,not to ſome, but to all euil 3 and 
not aproneneſlconely , but originall 
ſin infuſeth into every mans heart, the 
ſeed of all corruption, | 
Many men {tand much vpon their 
oodimeaning, and vprightheart, and 
raggeofa good nature: but theyare 
foulely decewwed y for take the ciuileſt 
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tiſe any linne inthe world ; yea, eucn 
the greateſt {innes that ever we heard 
to bee donein the worlde, All mcn 
which knowe themſelues.,, knowe 
this to be true, Andthemoreaman 
knowes his owne heart), the more hee 
ſeeth that his heart is a (ea of all wic- 
kednelle : and thatit is the mercy and 
grace of God, that hee hath not fallen 
into.the mightieſt and moſt monſtous 
finnes in the world. | 
Secondly, I lay, by nature. For 1 
know by good education, & by grace, 
itis otherwiſe : grace reifieth nature, 
but that is no thankes tonatuce : for ic 
15 as euil and corrupt ſhil, being ſeuered 
from grace ; and therefore nature mult 
be fully aboliſhed, atore man come to 
heaven, And yet muy all this be 
true) I ſay notthat ſinne breakes outin 
all natures alike,rhough all natures be 
alike corrupt: for the courſe of nature 
1s reſtrained in ſome more then others, 
by the meanes aforeſaid; but this is the 
truth,that whereas ſome are not ſo an- 
grys ſome not ſo-wanton; ſome not {o 
cruel], ſome not ſo couetous; ſome not 
ſo ambitious, &c. as others; that.comes 
not from any goodneſle of nature in 
them, aboue the other originally, but 
from Gods hand,which tempereth,re* 
ſtraineth, and mederatcth cuery mans 
nature as he ſceth good, | 
And it God did not thus moderate 
and reſtraine the natures of men , but 


man vpon the earth, and theſcedes of ſuffer them to breake out to the full 1 


all ſinnes in the worlde are in him by 
nature, But to explainethis point fuls 
ly,obſcrue theſe two clauſes, | 
| Firſt, I ſay not, the prefiije of all 

finnes, but the /redez, for all men prac- 
tiſenotall ſinne : the ſecdes are in their 
nature : but the praQiſc is reſtrained, 
ſometime by edacation, ſametime by 
 goodand wholeſome lawes, ſometime 
the conſtitution of mens bodies deny 
the praQtiſe of forne fines, ſometime 
the Countrey a man dwelles in;or-cal- 
ling a man lives in; keepes him/from 
the pratiſeof ſome finnes:and alwaies 
a-generall and limitting ;Srace of God, 
reliraines the natures of all men, from 


running into many fins ::which hand 
of God, if God ſhould take away; and 
leauc euery man to: his nature, wee 


ſhould ſcethat every man would pracs 


there would then be no order, but all 
confuſion in the world; therefore (as 
eſpecially for his Churches quietneſle, 
ſoalſo for the preſeruation of publike 
ace,and the vpholding of ſocictic in 
the world, betweene man and man)the 
Lord holdes a hand ouer every mans 
nature, and keepeseuery one 1n a cer- 
taine compaſlelimitted by the wiſdom 
of his power, which reſtraining hand 
of his,trhe Lord ſhould take awayzall 
ſocieties and common wealths, would 
beturned vpfide downe, becauſe cucry 
man by the vninerfall corruption of 
his nature, would break out into eucry 

ſinne; I cnde this point with appealin 

to the teſtimony of the conſciences 0 
all men, and eſpecially of the beſt and 
holieſt men;of whom [ would ask this 
queſlis, whether they find not in their 
B 4 natures 
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natures an inclinati$6,euen to the fow- 
leſt finnes in the worlde; if ſhame, or 
feare, orelſe the grace of God reſtrai- 
ned them not 2 {o that the beſt men doe 
knowe well enough, what adoe they 
haue with their corrupt natwies, to 
keep them within the compalle of O- 
bedience. 

Nay, I yet adde further, the nature 
of men, andof all men 15 ſo corrupt, 


very reaſon, why men repent not, nor 
amend their waies, is becauſe they are 
Phariſies by nature, and thinke highly 
of themſclues, and of their owne nas 
tures, andtheirnaturall inclinations: 
this will bea harſh anda ſtrange Docs 
trine to themz Oh, they haue excellent 
natures, and they cannot endure ſuch, 
and ſuch ſinnes, and they thanke God, 
they arenot as ill as others; but let all 


ſince eAdem : that cuen the ſeede of ſuch men know, they muſt ceaſe mags 


the (inne againſt the holy Ghoſt, and 


nifying nature, and learne to magnific 


a proneneſle to it, is inthe natureof Gods grace, Let them knowe,that nas 


cucry man (though not one way a- 
monegſt many thouſandes doe commit 
that ſinne,) for ſecing in thatfin, there 
1s a heape or ſea of all ſinnes gathered 
together, heetherefore that hath in his 
nature the ſecede of all finnes, bath alſo 
the ſeedeof it. And againe, ſeeing all 
euill tendes toa perfeGtion, as well as 
grace dotl:z what reaſon therefore is 
there , but wee may ſafely thinke that 
the Diuell woulde hale euery one to 
that heightof ſinne: if it were not that 
the powerfull hand of God prevented 
him , who will neither ſufter wicked 
men, nor the Diucll himſelfe to bee 
- wicked as they could, and would 


The vſc of this ſecond Rule, is nota- 
ble, For in this ſearching of our ſclues, 
it heweth vs what wee are, without 
all colours or deceit, and fully d:ſco- 
uers vnto vs, the vglineſſe of our na« 
tures : and it may teache vs all how to 
think and c{tceme of our ſelues, when 
we heareof (ines vnnatural murther, 
Pharaohs vanatural cruelty, Þ Sedonezts 
vnnatural Juſt, Achiopbels duuliſh pol- 
licie, Senacheribi horrible blaſphemie, 
Tudas monſtrous treaſon, /nitarns tears 
full Apoſtacie, Fhen we hearec of the 
fearctull murthers, treaſons, periuries, 
ſinnes againſt nature, blaſphemies, A- 
poltacies , witchcrafts, ana other the 
horrible ſinnes ofthe worldilet vs then 
returneinto our ſelues, & looke home- 
wards, ecueninto our owne hearts, and 
confeſle euery one, that theſe ſhould 
have benecuen thy finnes alſogif Gods 
gracc had not preuented thee, 

This will humble thee, and make 
thee thinke vilely,& baſely of thy ſelfe, 
and fo cenſequently bring thee to re- 
pentance & true amendment; and the 


tureinthem, isinthe Roote, as much 
corrupt, as in the worſt man in the 
worldc,and every mans heart is a bot- 
romlelle fountaine of all finne; there- 
fore praiſe not thy nature, but Gods 
grace & mercy in giuing thee ſo good 
a nature; or rather, ſo well reſtraining, 
and reQifying thy nature;and ſtay not 
thercgbut deſire ofthe Lord, thatas he 
hath giuen thee a better tempered na- 
rure, thEto other mentſoalſo he would 
beſtow on thee his ſpeciall and ſauing 

race: & as he hath kept thee from the 

artful] fins of others (thou beyng as ill 
naturally as they) ſo he would alſo lead 
thee into the way of ſaluation, which 
elſe the beſt nature inthe worlde, can 
neuer attaine vnto, 

Thethird rule to be known & pracs 
tiſed by him, who will trucly ſearch 
himſelfe, is, that euery man borne of 
Adew, is by paturethe child of wrath, 
and Gods cnemie : this is true of all 
without — High, or low,rich 
or poore,noble or fimple,bornein the 
viſible Church or without, Andtfur- 
ther, by beeing enemy of Ge0d, hee is 
therefore borne ſubie& to hel, to dam- 
nation, and to all other curſes; ſo that 
looke asa Traytour connifted,ſtands 
therby in hys Princes high diſpleaſure, 
and is ſure of death without fpeciall 
pardonz fo ſtands euery man when hee 
15 borne, conuitted of high treaſon as 
gainſt God, in his high disfauour; and 
1sindaunger of Hell , whict is the 
fulfilling of the wrath of God, | Thus 
Daxid conteſſeth m om mY WAS 
borne in iniquitie , and 1 my 
mother conceined mee: [fin ſmne, then 
in Gods wrath, and vnder the da 
of damnatis, It any askezhow,or w y 
this is ſo, I anſwerey the truth, as = 

e 


theequitie of this third rule depends on 
the two former: for, becauſe every man 
3s borne gualtie of e-Ldam great ſinne, 
and alſo tainted originally with all cor 
ruption & apronnelleof all ſinztheres 
fore it followerh in equitie and wſtice, 
that every man 1s borne vnder the 
wrath and curſe of God. Thispoint 1s a 
plaine and eujdent truth : yet men 111 
the world thinke not ſo , and it 15 the 
cauſe, why men repent not of their 
{innes:for moſt men thinke that by na- 
turegthey arein Gods fauourzand ther« 
fore they neede not o ſue foritin hus 
miliation and repentance z but onely 
live cimly,and do no open wrong,and 
allis well: whereas (alas) there 1s no 
condemned Traitour,more out of his 
Princes fauovr,nor more {ure of death 
withour a pardon,then al weare out of 
Gods favour, and ſure of damnation, 
vnleſſe wee procure Gods fauour a- 
gaine, by faith and repentance. 

For the better opening of this third 
rule, and themanifeſting of the truth: 
Jet vs knowefurther, that thecurſe of 
God,vnder the which wezre all borne 
15 three-fold, 

The firſt,is a bondage ynder Sathanz 
Ir is a certaine truth that every man as 
he is borne of his Parents , and till hee 
repent,is a ſJaue of Sathan:man or wos 
man, high or lowe, Sathanis his Lord 
and Maiſter, Hee ſites as Indge in 
his heart 3 and in this ſence Sathan is 
the King of the Nations, and God 
of theworld, Men will in wordes 
defice Sathan, and not name him with- 
out defiance 2 and ſpitre athimy and 
yet (alas, ) hee is intheir hearts : they 
ſpithim out oftheir mouthes, but hee 
is lowerz they ſhouldealſo ſpitte hm 
out of their hearts, and that is true 
defiance indeede : for alas, hee lods 

ethinthy heart, and there he makes 
bis Throne, and raignes vntill the ſpi- 
rit of regeneration diſpofſeſſe him:and 
tillthen, no ſervant is ſo ſubie&to his 
mailſter, no ſlaveto his Lord, as is the 
heart of man by nature vnto Sathan, 
the prince of darkeneſle,Nay,our bon» 
dage, is more fearefull, then the ſlas 
uery of any poore Chriſtian , inthe 
Spaniards,or inthe Torks Gallies; for 
their bodies arebut in bondage, and 
at commaund, and vnder puniſhment 
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but our beſt part,our heart,our conſci- 
ence, our ſoule it ſelfe is captivated vns 
to him,and vnder his command, who is 
the King ofcrueltie,and confuhon,and 
Lord ot Hell, whoſe commandements 
areInivſtice, whoſe ſervice is ſinne,and 
whoſe hyre is damnation, 

The ſecond part of the Curſe, is 
the firſt death, or the death of the bes 
dy:that 15,a ſeparation of the ſoule and 
body aſunder fora time, namely, till 
the laſt judgement. This deathis duly 
andiuſtly the puniſhment of any one, 
orthelea(t ſinne: therefore , how duc 
andiuſt a puniſhment ypon that hor- 
rible heape of ſinfulneſſe,which is in es 
uery mans nature? anditis a moſt ter- 
rible curſe. For it is the very gate of hel, 
and the downfall of damnation, vato 
all men,but ſuch, as by faith and repen» 
tance doe get their death ſanified by 
the death of Chriſt; vnto ſuch men in- 
degdeitis no curſe, but a gracious and 
glorious bleſſing, for it1s altred by 
Chriſt his death, But vnto all men by 
nature, and which repent not, itis the 
heauie curſe of Gods wrath, and the ves 
ry downfall into the gulfe of Hell, 

Thethirdepartot the curſe, vns 
der which euery man is borne, is, the 
ſecond death : the death of ſoule and 
bodie 3 which is the cternall want of 
Gods preſence, and theaccompliſh- 
ment of his wrath : and an apprehenſi- 
on andfeeling of that wrath, ſeazing 
on body ſoule,and conſcience, The firſt 
curſe, was a ſpirituall death 3 the death 
of the foule, The ſecond a temporarie 
death, the death of the body, The third, 
15 an eternall death, a death both oft 
ſoule and body together z and for c- 
uer . This eternall death is the curſe 
of all curſes , the miſeric of all mis 
ſeries andtorment of all tormentes? 
and I ſheweitthus, Often when thy 
tooth acheth, and ſometime when thy 
head acheth, or in the paine of the 
ſtone or collicke, thou wouldeſt giue 
all that thou haſt in the world to bee 
eaſed of that paine: Nay, inthe ex- 
ſtremitic of ſome fittes,many will wiſh 
them.ſelues even out of the world: 
Now, ifthepaine of one tooth,can ſo 
farre diſtemper minde and body, that 
it cannot bee relieved with all the 
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pleaſures of this life; O chen, whata 
torment ſhall that bee? when not one 
kinde ot paine, but the whole viole of 
Gods wrath ſhall bce powred, noton 
one member, but on the whole oule 
body, and conſcience, and that not for 
a time, vnder hope of better: but eter- 
nally without hope of releaſc;and chat 
not in this world,where there are com- 
forts,helpes and remedies : butin that 
vely and dark{omeplace of torments; 
and that not amongſt liuing men, 
which might mittigate thy paine, or 
elſe bzmone rhee, and bewaile tt with 
thee: but with the Diuels, and aamned 
(pirits,which will now laugh at thy des 
{tru&tion, and folace themſelues in this 
thy miſery, and will re1oyce, as thou 
dide\t ſeruetheminearth, ſo now in 
hel to be thy tormeters, It may be ther. 
fore (by the way), good warning and 
wiſedome to vs all, when wee teele the 
extremity of ſome bodilypaine,to con- 
ſider with ourſelues,and lay $ O then, 
what ſhall beemy miſery and torment 
it Irepent not; when not one member, 
but ſoule, bodyzand conſcience, ſhall 


beracked and tormented inthe fecling - 


and apprehenfion of the anger of the 
Lord of Hoſtes. 

Tn theſe three points, ſtands that curſe 
and wrath of God, vader which every 
man is borne, And theſe doe anſwer to 
the three degrees of ſinnegwhichare in 
vs:for as the two firſt Rules taught vs, 
thereis1n euery man. by naturegtill hee 
repent,a three-fold guiltineſſe, Farſt;a 
gu:ltineſſe of eLdam (inne, Secondly, 
the taintof originall,and vmuerſal cors 
ruption, T hirdly,a pollution by many 
outragious aCtuall ſinnes, /n the far{t 
of theſe, euery man 1s equally guiltie, 
In the ſecond,cuery man 1s equally cor- 
rupt.But inthethird,cuery one keepes 
thatcompaſle, within which the Lord 
wil keepe them, by his limiting power. 

Now as in our guiltineſle of Adams 
ſinne, ſin hath his beginning; in origi- 
nall ſinne, his continuance : 1n aCtuall 
fin, his perfeQtion: So anlwerable here. 
vato, the wrath of God (which alwaies 
ſtandeth oppoſite to ſine) is begun in 
leaving vs by nature to the ſlaveric of 
Sathan, is continued by death, and is 
accompliſhed in damnation, | 

And now theſethree Rules, I com- 


n* 
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mend to the carefull & Chriſtian con- 
{ideration of you all ; certifying you 
from God, that as you can never bee 
ſaucd, vnle(lc you repent : nor repent, 
valeſlc you Search your felues(as here 
the Prophet biddeth) So,that you can 
neuer ſearch your ſelues aright,till you 
bee perlwaded, and telolued of thele 
three Rules, and of the truth of them 
all, evenin your hearts and conſcien- 
ces : namely, Firſt,that thou art guiltic 
of eAdams (1a, Secondly, that thou art 
prone by naturetoall euilinthe world. 
Thicdly,that for thele, thou art ſubie&t 
co the wrath of God,and to all the curs 
ſes of his wrath : but when thou art in 
heart and cofcitence reſ{olues,tirat thete 
aretrue,then thou art a ht Scholler, for 
this L-tton of the Prophet, Search thy 
ſelfe, For when thou goelt, thus pre. 
pared vnto this Search, and eſtecmelt 
of thy {clte, as theſe three Rules have 
deſcribed thee : then it thou Search in- 
to thy ſelfe , thou wilt finde thy ſelfe, 
and thy eſtate to be ſuch, as will cauſe 
thee to repent, returne and take a new 
courle : therefore, what the Prophet 
ſaide to thoſe ewes, I ſay vato you allo, 
my brethren of this Rcalme of Eng+ 
landzwho arc here now gathered toges 
ther our of ſo many countries, & quar- 
ters of this Realmez yea, inthe name of 
the ſame God, | cry vnto you. Search, 
O. Search your /etnes; and thinks it not 
a matter indifferent to door not to doe 
it : but knowe 1t, that God commands 
you, as cuer you will come to {aluati. 
on : Search your ſelues, And the rather, 
becauſe by cheſe three Rlues you ſee 
how much chaffe of corruption is in 
yournature, and what necde there- 
foreit hath to bee ſearched into, and 
fanned by Repentance, Bee well afs 
ſured thou man, whatſoeuer thou 
art : there is ſo much Chafle in thee, 
thatif thou ſearch not, and fanne it 
not out, thou wilt proue nothing but 
Chaffe atthe laſt day,and ſo be blown 
away with the winde of Gods 1uſtice 
into Hell. Take hold therefore of this 
exhortation,and defcrre it not, 

Thou wilt not ſuffer thy Wheate 
to lye too long in the chafte, for feare 
of hurting itz /s it then ſafe to ſufter 
the chaffe of thy ſinnes and corrupti- 


ons tolyecankering and rottingin thy 
{heart 


heart? Bee ſure thatthat little portion 
of grace, which thou attaineſt vato, by 
living in the Church , and vnderthe 
Miniſtrie of the Word of GOD, 
will bee putrifyed, and cleane cor- 
rupted with the Chaffe of thy finnes; 
therefore againe, andagaine , I ex« 
hort you to- make conſcience of this 
dutie : Searchinto yourſelues , fanne 
out this Chaffe, this preſumption of 
ours , and high eſteeming of our 
owne nature, and conceits of Gods fa. 
uour before wee haue it : thatſo this 
Chaffe being blowne away, the Lord 
may then beitow vpon vs ſoundnelle 
of grace, & the foundation of all good- 
nes, which 1s a holy & humbled heart. 
Salnuation is (ſuch a building , as the 
founcation thereofhad need to be ſure 
and ſtrong: Ignorance, blindneſle,and 
preſ1mption, arenot ſufficient foun- 
dations for ſuch a building : therefore 
as no man wil build a ſtronghoule vps 
0;1 any earth , but will ficſt ſearchit, 
lcaſt it prooue Sandie, & ſo ouerthrow 
all : So a wiſe Chriſtian willnotbuild 
his (aluation, vpon fancies & conceits, 
and naturall preſumptions : but will 
Search, and looke into his heart: and 
finding theſe to be fandie, and rotten 
and therefore too weak for the foundas 
tionof {o glorious a building,will res 
fuſe them all,and labour to furniſh his 
heart with ſuch ſound grace, as wheres 
vporl he may truſt ſo weightiea work, 
as is the Saluation of his ar Againe, 
if thou wilt (tand in the day of triall, 
then Search thy heart betime, and dif 
cerne betwixt Chaffe & Wheat: thou 
ſeeſt, that chaffe flyeth away before the 
wind;but good corne indures the Fan, 
and the furic ofthe wind ; ſo inthe day 
of trial|,temptation, ſfickneſlc, or open 
perſecution,the Chaffe of natural pre- 
ſumption , and outward formalitie in 
Religion,will flyc away:and it muſt be 
the pcniterm, humbled, and belicuing 
heatt, which muſt then abide it out,and 
endure the fanne of temptations and 
perſecutions. 
And toconclude, Let not the Di- 
uell decciue thee, in making thee ima» 
ine or hope to pleaſe God and yet to 


let thy corruptions lie vnſeene,and thy 
ſins vaſcarched our, leaſt thereby thou 
marreall ; for thou yſcſt notto lay vp 
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wheat inthy garners,vntil jt bepurged 
from the Chaffc; ſo thinke not ro (tore 
vpany {auing knowledge,or any other 

race of God in thy heart , vnrill the 
chaffc of vanitic be firſt blowne away, 
that ſo the holy graces of God, may be 
laidevppein the garners of thy ſoule. 
And therefore queltionlei]e{to ſpeake 
one word to touch our common pro- 
fellors, in the very fore of their ſoules) 
al knowledge thatis ([tored vp in theſe 
impure and vnlearched hearts; is een 
as wheatlaide vp inthe Chaffe, which 
15 (a thouſand to-one ) ſureto be caten 
vp by the chatfe,ſothar,when the win- 
nowing time ot triall and perſecution 
comes : | feare, that ſuch men willftor 
all their knowledge) ſhrinke aſide,and 
betray the truth;there knowledge rhen 
prouing no better then chafte,becauſc 
it was laidevpin an vaholy heart: If 
therefore thou wouldeſt ſtand and en- 
dure when Poperie,or perſecution,or 
temptations come,it thou wouldelt a- 
bide the furie ofthe tanne of temptati« 
ons z now then exerciſe thy heart with 
thefanncof GO DS law,Search and 
ranſacke it,purge out'thechaffe ot cors 
ruption,and [tore vp knowledge in an 
holy heart,and a good conſcience,'and 
that will abidethe violence of all temps 
tations yea, when God (uffers the Di- 
uelltodoe with vs,as hee did with Pe- 
ter,to winnow vs like wheat;to ſift and 
trie vs,as hee did /ob, with the furious 
winde of all his mallice : the know. 
ledge will proue Wacate,that wil abide 
the winde, and goldthat will abide the 
fire: thus glorious will it be in the ende, 
if we follow this holy Prophets couns 
cell,and Scarch our hearts, 


And thus much for the firſt paint (name- 
&) the dutie of Searching heere comman- 
ded, m which wee hane ftaied the lonrer, 
becauſe it it the foundation of all the reſt : 
and this being well laid,the whole buuding 
will goe vp the faſter, 


Now wee cometo the ſecond gene. 
ral point here laid down:that is, whom 
muſt we Search? the Prophet anſwe. 
reth 3 your /e/ves not other me, but your 
ſelues, This ſearch ſo vrged and infors 
ced by the Prophet, muſt not be of 0- 
ther mens hearts and liues, but of our 
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owne} our owne are our charge, and 
not other mens: and therein 1s the ſay- 
ing truegwhich elſe is moſt falſe: Emer) 
men for himſelfe ; tor as eucty foule 
muſt bee ſaued by it {elfe ſo muſt it 
belecue , Repent, andlearch it (clfe, 
The dutic therefore here comman. 
ded, 1s, for euery man that would haue 
his foule to be ſaued, to Searci1 it, and 
reforme it, and leave others to bee 
ſcarched by themſelues, Here the hos 
ly Ghoſt meets with the common cor- 
ruption of thisworlde, ( andthatis) 
that men are Fagle eyed, to ſce in- 
tothe lines of other men, but to looke 
mto their owne hearts, and liues, they 
arc blinder then Moles : they cance 
moates in other mens lives, - but difs 
cerne not beames in their own: wheres 
by it comes to palle, that they ſtumble 
and fall fowly tor the eres of moſt men 
are ſet vpon others, & noevpon them 
ſelues ; and thereupon it is, that an e- 
uil man,ſecing other men, & not him- 
ſelfe : thinkes beſt ofhimſelte, & worſt 
ofother men : but contrariwiſe,a good 
manſeeing h:mlelte,& not other men, 
thinkes worſt of himſelfe, and better 
of other men:an euill man lookes out- 
ward, and judgeth other men : buta 
good man looks homeward & iudgeth 
himſelfe: and iniudging, condemnes 
himſelfe, farre aboue other men; and 
that becauſe by ſearching into his own 
heart and waies, hee knowes that by 
himſelte,which heknowes notyby. avy 
man in the world beſides. | 
Sothen we muſt ſearch, not other 
men , but our ſelues : our owne hearts 
and our owne lives are our charge,and 
burthen : the liues of other men con+ 
cerne vs not,being privatemen,further 
the either to followe them being good, 
or take heede of them beingewill : : but 
to ſearch, or to bee inquilitiue into 
them, 1s no dutie commaunded vs, but 
rather a foule & a baſe vice forbidden 
of God, Indecede Magjſtrates in their 
people , Paſtours in their congregati- 
ons, and houſholders in their tawilies 
arete ſcarch; but they can ſcarch onely 
for criminall cauſcs , or open a&tuall 
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lives, butevery man hath acalling to 
ſearch into himſelfe : but { alas) men 
doe farre otherwile, they iuffer theme 
ſelues to rotte in their owne finnes, and 
erect an }nquiſition ouer other mens 
lives,and it 1s to befeenc in datly cxpe- 
rience, that thoſe men, who are the 
great Searchers and priers into other 
men, arethenegjc&ters and forgetters 
ofthemſclues : And contrariwile they 
who doe narrowly Search thremlclues 
and their owne wayes, and looke 19to 
the corners of their owne kearts , doc 
fnde ſo much worke todo with them 
ſclues that they little þukie themlelucs, 
Witl: Oti:Er mc, 

And thus much may ſuffice for tizat 
pounk, 
Itfolloweth. 


O Nation not worthy to be belong, 


Thethird point : Who muſt ſearch? 
the lewes, who are here termed a Na« 
tion,not worthy to be beloued: and yer 
tor all thar,they are bid to ſearch then» 
ſelves, i1at io vpon their Repentance, 
they mizht bee beloued, Waere, wee 
way ice the viiſpeakable loue of God, 
and his wonde: full mercie, offering 
grace vnto.\uch men, as are altogether 
vnworthy of it, Gods children are by 
nature like other men, and God findes 
nothing inthem,, why to reſpe&tthem 
aboue others : but even of his owne 
mercie, makes them worthy, who of 
themſelues arc not:therefore how wors 
thy 15 that God, to haue all the loue of 
our harts, who loued vs, when we were 
not worthy to be beloued, 

But let vs examine more particus- 
larly, why G O D doth call the lewes a 
Nation, not worthy to bee beloved : 1 
anſ{were, God had bletled them abouc 
other Nationss He gaue them his Co- 
venant. of grace, and thereby made 
them his people, & committed to their 
truſt, tas holy word and Oracles : but 
he delt not ſo with other Nations, net- 
ther had the Heathe knowledge of hts 
lawes. Beſides all this,they had a bet» 
ter lande then others about them, it 


finnes : but this ſearching wuſlt beeof flowed with Milke, and Honie, (that 
our hearts, which no man can ſearch, 
but our ſelues onely. Fewe men haue a 
calling to enquire into other mens 


i5,with all commodities, and delights) 
and though their Countric was but lits 
tle': yet themſcJues ſo populous , ie 

0 
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ſo powerfull, that whileſt they pleaſed 
G O D, nocnemic durſt ſet vppon 
them, 4s 

T hus for ſoule and bodiegthey were 
eucry way a Nation, blefled of God, 
a pcople beloued of God aboue alt o-' 
thers, Now, how did this people (thus 
bcloued of their God,) requite this ds 
loue, which they had nomore deſer- 
ued, then any other Nation? Certain» 
ly , asthey deſcrueditnor afore they 
hadit., ſo they requited it not when 
they had it : but requited this love of 
God with finne, with rebellion, and 
with diſobediece, They tempted him, 
they prouoked him to wrathgthey pre- 
{umed of his mercy,and proued a mo 
{tubborne & ſtifnecked people, a fro- 
ward generation : Moſes partly fawe 
tius an his owne expenience,and better 
diſcerned itinthe ſpiritof Prophelic: 
and therefore , wondring at this their 
wickednes, he cried outz Do you thus res 
quite the Lora; O fookſh people, unwiſe? 
thus: that is, with {1n, & dilobediencey 
which is the onely meanes to difpleaſc 
the Lord, & to prouoke him to wrath! 
for this cauſe, they are worthily called 
a fooliſh & vakinde people by Aoſes, 
and hereby the Prophet. A N ationnot 
worthyto be beloned : namely, fortheir 
vnthanktulneſſe , .and vnkindaeſle: 
which was ſuch, as they not only were 
ſlacke,and carclefle in performance of 
ſuch duties as God required? but cuen 
mulriplyed their ſinnes, & commuted 
thoſe foule rebcllions, which his ſoule 
hated. 

And among(t many, the Prophet 
heere in this Chapter, noteth threeof 
their great (ins 7 for which they were a 
Nation not worthy to be beloued. Co- 
netouſneſſeCruelty and Deceir;al which 
were the more hainous and intollera- 
ble, becauſe they were the finnes of 
their Princes, their Rulers, and their 
Prieſts: who ſhould have beene lights 
and examples tothe relt, | 

Now,although cuery ſin in it ſelfe, is 
of thatill deſert, as it is abletocalt vs 
out of Gods fauour, anddepriue vs of 
his loue : yet,behold, heere God come 
plaines,not vpon a little cauſe, but for 
wonderfull, & exceeding vnthankful. 
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Asa mancares not forhard vſage 
from him, whome heceſteemes not : 
but alittle vakindnefle dooth greatlie 
greeuc a man, from him whos loved 
andreſpeted; fois it wuhthe Lorde 
our God, hee loued not the Gentiles, as 


hee did the /ewes, neyther was hee 10 Pla, 147. 
bountifull vato them 3 and therefore, Afts.n7. 


(as wee may (ee )thoughthey lived al: 
wayes m1gnorance, and continued al- 
wayes1n diſobedience, yet, the T ext 
ſaith , the time of that ignorance God 
regarded not: but when as the Tewes, 
his owne people, whom hee choſe out 
of all people, & beſtowed is loue vps 
pon them, and made his Couenantof 
grace with them , when they became 
vnkinde, vathankt»1l,forgettull, ſtub= 
borne, andrebelhous, that cauſed the 
Lordeuen tocomplaine' of the indigs 
nitic,and to cry out by CMo/es, Doe yee 
thus requite the Lord:O fooliſh people and 
vnwiſe ? And heereby the Prophet, 0 
Natiou,not worthy to be beloned;& ther- 
fore there is no man, butithe be asked 
what he thinkes of this Nation of the 
Jewes;hee will anſwer, that they area 
moldvile & wicked people, afroward 
generation, and that they arc worthy 
to talte deepely of all Gods plagues, 
who ſo farre abuſed his loue and mers» 
CiE, | 
Butwhat doth this belong to then 
alone?and is //rae/onely a Nation not 
worthy to be beloued? Nay, I may cry 
out with as good cauſe ; O England, 
a Nation not worthy to bee beloued, 
For, God hath beeneas good a God to 
Vs,as he was to hagand wee haue bin 
as vnkinde a people tohim, as they 
weretohim , Butthat ] may bee tree 
from difcrediting our nation, and from 
defiling my ownenelt 2 let vs prooue 
both theſe points, and lay them open 
to the view of the world, 

T1 Firſt therefore, the ſame mercies; 
and farre greater, haue beene powred 
and heaped ypon vs! he hath called vs 
out of the darkneſſej Firſt, of Heathe- 
niſmeg& then of Poperyzhis couenant 
of grace and ſaluation ; he hath confir- 
med with vs, his treaſures of his word 
and Sacraments, hee hath imparted to 
vs z his holye word ueuer better prea- 


neſle, & vnkindneſſein them;:who of ched, and the myſteries thereof never 
all other ſhould hauc loued the Lord, 


more plainly opened, lince thetime of 
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14 
the Apoſtles: and as wee haue Religi- 
on, ſo wee haueit vader a religious 
Princegwhereby it comes to paſle,that 
theſe bleſſings of (aluation, wee inioy 
notin ſecret, orby ſtealth : but wee 
hauec it countenanced by authoritie: ſo 


thatreligion isnot barely allowed,but_ 


even as1t were thruſt ypon men, Be- 
ſides all this, wee hauea land alſo, that 
floweth with milke & hony,it is plen- 
tifull in all good thingsewe haue liber- 
Tic & peace vnder a peaccable Prince, 
and the companions of peace, proſpe= 
ritic, plentic, health, wealth , corne, 
woole,golde,filuer,aboundance of all 


thinges, that may pleaſethe heart of 


man: thus hath God deſerued the loue 
of England. | 

2 Butnow England, how haſt thou 
requited this kindneſle of the Lorde? 
certaincly cuen with a great: meaſure 
of ynkindneſle : that is, with more and 
greater (inncs then euer /rae/ did : fo 
that if Ao/es ſpake true of them , then 
may onr Moſes much more truelie cry 
out againſt England : dooſt thou thus 
requite the Lorde thou fooli{hpeoplet? 
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Firſt, ignorance of Gods will and wor- 
ſhip,(/ſpeak not of that compelled ig - 
norantc in many corners of our Land, 
which is to bee pittied becauſe they 
want the meanes ) but wilfull, and af- 
fet:d ignorance, Menarcignoranr, 
cuen beecaule they will bee ignorant, 
Meanes of knowledge were neuer fo 
pleatifull, and yet never more grolle 
12norance} 1$:not hee wilfully blinde, 
who wil not opent his eyes inthe light? 
and can there be any darkneſle atnoon 
day,but it muſt be wilfull2Butour Na- 
tion is darke and blindein the Sunnc- 
ſhine ofthe Goſpel,. and groſlely ig- 
norgnt , whenthe Goſpcll beates their 
cares, and lighr:fthincs round about 
them-{o,as if they-cloſed not their cies, 
and (topped not their cares;they could 
not but both heare,andſce;who would 
looke for ignorance after thirty. fiue 
yeares preaching? and yet,many are as 
ignorant, as it they had bin boracand 
brought vp vader Popery: ſo that our 

cople are as cuillas thoſe in the daies 
of Chriſt, of whom the holy Ghoſt 
ſaithz Light &s come unto the woride , but 


And if this Prophet ſaid thus of 1/-ae7 men lone darkneſſe more then light . So 
for three ſinnes, then may it beſaid of knowledge is come into England : but 


England,for 300. ſinnes(O England) 
a Nationnot worthy tobe beloued;for 
thou haſt multiplyed thy tranſgreſſi- 
ons, abouetheirs of 1/#eet; - euen as 
though thou had(t reſolucd with thy 
ſclfe, the more Gods kindnefle is hea» 
pedonthee, the more to multiply thy 
ſinnes againſt him, Forthou England, 
as thou haſt requited the Lorde. with 
ſinnesſo not with a few {innes or ſmal 
ſinnes, or finnes, which hardly could 
hauc benepreuented: for that had bin 
amatter of ſome excuſe, or not of ſo 
great complaint;Butthy finnes are mas 
ny, and grieuous, and capitall, And 
whichis worſt of all, wilfull and affec- 
ted,cuenas though God had deſcrned 
euill of vs;and that therefore we oughc 
malitiouſly to requite him, 

Ifany man make doubt of this, and 
therefore thinke I ſpeake too hardly of 
our Church:T will then deale plainely, 
and particularly , and rip vp the ſores 
of our nationgthat ſo they may be hea- 
led tothe bottome, 

The common fins of England, wher- 
with the Lords requited , are theſe, 


many Engliſhmenloue ignorance bets 
ter then knowledge. Alas,how many 
thouſands haue we in our church, who 
know no more in religion, then they 
heare in common talke of all men, and 
which is worle,they thinke it ſufficient 
alſo,and which is worſt of all,whereas 
they might have more, they will noty 
but care not for it, | 

2 Thelccond maine (fin of Eng/and, 
is Contempt of chriſtian Reagion. Reli- 
gion hath bin among vs theſe five and 
thirtie yecres; but the more it 1s publi> 
ſhedzthe more itis contemned, and re- 

roached of manyzinſo much, as there 
15not the ſimpleſt fellow in a Country 
towne, who, although hee knowes not 
one point of religion, yet he can mock, 
and ſcorne ſuch as are more rcligious 
the himſelte is, this 15 one of the moaths 
of England, that cates vp religion, this 
is greeuous in whomſocuer, but moſt 
intollerable in two forts of men, Furſt, 
inthem, who are altogether ignorant, 
that they ſhould mock they know not 
what.A pittiful thing to hear one, who 


kimſclfe cannot giue the meaning of 
one 


oh.3.19. 


one petition inthe Lords praier,tovp- 
braid other men, becauſe they are too 
forward: butitis the worſt of all, when 
men ol knowledge, and ſuch as lwe ci- 
wlly,& wou'd be counted good Chri- 
{thans,are indecd of the better ſort;cans 
not abide to {ee others goe a little be- 
tocerhem:butitthey do, preſently they 
are hypocrites anddiſlemblers. Thus 
not pxophanenefle,nor wickednes,but 
cuen Religion it ſelfe is a by-word), a 
mocking ftock,and matter of reprochz 
ſo thatin England at this day,the man 
or woman that begins toprofelle Re- 
ligion, and toferue God, mult reſolue 
with himſelfe to ſuſtaine mockes & in- 
1uries, euenas though he lined among 
the enemies of reJig16, and not among 

rofeſlors; and as religion increafeth 
and ſpreadeth it ſelte,ſo doth thenum- 
berotthelemockers, O what a curſed 
ſinne1sthis ? to contemne the greate 
fauour that God can gjue vs, that is,his 
holy rebgio; for the which we ſhould 
rather praiſe him all the dayes of our 
lues. All that God can giue a man 10 
this worlde, is his goſpell, what then 
can God give to be regarded,when his 
cofpell is contemned? 

This finne was neuer amongſt the 
lewes: they indeed regardeditnot ſo as 
it deſerued, but who did euer make a 
mocke and a ſcorne ofit but England? 
O England, how canſt thou anſwere 
this? God {endsthee the molt prect- 
ous Iewell, that he can ſend toa Nati- 
on; and thou fcorneſt ir, and them that 
bring it, and them that receiue it; euen 
as though it were no bleſſing, but a 
curſe:{o that as Chriſt faith tothe /ews, 

for which of my good workes doe you ſtone 
me? So may the Lord ſay to'England, 
] haue given thee a fraitfull lande, a 
bleſſed Prince, gold and filuer, peace 
and libertie,plentie and proſperitietfor 
which oftheſe(O England)doeſt thou 
contemne my religion e The leaſt of 
theſe deſerue louez but England hath a 
better then all theſez that is, his Gol- 
pell, and word of ſaluation : and yet, 
that alſo 1s contemned (as beeing no- 
thing worth) and thoſe which confeſle 


It, and thoſe that bring it, and conſe- 


quently God himſelfe that gave jt. If 
England had no more fſinnes but this : 
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vs, that we area Nation vnworthie to be 
belowed aboue al Nations, tor ſome Na- 
tions would haue religion, that they 
might loue it, but they cannot have it: 
ſome haue 1t,and do louc it : {ome haue 
It, and loueitnot: butinno Nation 1s 
it madea mocking-l[tock, butin Eng» 
land. And where are thoſe men, but nn 
England, who(like the dog inthe many 
ger) will netiher entertaine Religion 
themſelues, nor ſufter the that would : 
let vs in time take heed of this finne, as 
a ſfinne that cryeth to God, to reuenge 
ſo vile a diſhonor done to his maielty : 
neither is there any fin that more cer 
tainly foreſhewes, and more forceably 
haſtens the remoouing ot che Goſpell 
fromvs, For high time 1s 1t to ceale lo- 
uing,wher Joue procures diſdain; And 
to ſtay giuing, where gitts are ſcorned, 

Carry home this leſſon to your great There were 
townes & cities Where you dwel,tor in then preſent 
theſe populous places are theſe great I 
mockers,tor where Gogd hath his pro» > _ 
te(lors,the diuel hath his mockerszand bites. Ox- 
repent betimes ofthis ſin, tor holde on ford, Norwich, 
in mocking,and be ſurethat God(who Brifiow, Ipl 
will not be mocked) will remoue- his wich,Colches 

x "2 » ter, Worccs 
Goſpel from youz but if you leaue this qc,” ul, 
ſinne,and entertaine the Goſpell,(as it Lin,Manche- 
worthily deſcrucs) then be row of 1t, ter, Kerdall, 
God wil continue the Goſpell, toyou, Loueny» 
& your polteritie after you, inthe face I 
. Norttharpton, 
ofall your enemies round about you. _ g,th:,Lincols, 
3 The third common fin of Eng- Darby,Leice» 
land, is Blaſphemie, many wayes,but e- fter,Cheſter, 
ſpecially in vaine ſwearing, falſe (wea- N# caltle, 

, . and of many 
ring,and forſwearing,and the abuſe of © 05 0. 
all che names and tytles of the Lorde pulous cities 
God, T his finne is getterall, even owes andrownes of 
the wholeland, eſpecially, in Fayres, England 
and Markets, where men for a litile 
gaine,will not care to call the Lord of 
Hoſtesto be witneſleto aye, and tlic 
God of truthzto teltifie an vutruth. 

And which is worſt of ail, Gods holy 
name1s v{cd in vaine oathes, and ordi- 
nary talke. When men hauc no cauſe 
to {wear atall; ſo that itis molt lamen- 
table to ſec and obſerue, that the name 
of any man of honout, vr worſhip, is 
vled more reverently,and lefle abuſed, 
then that fearctu}l and glorious name: 


the Lord owr God. 
The fourth generall and grcat 


this deſcrues, that it ſhould be ſaideof finne is,Prophanation of the Saboath, A 
| C 
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common {in every where, and yet ſo haucall the wrath of God powred vp- 
great aſin,that where it raignes,in that on vs. 
,Country,congregation,family,man or Now then,are we ſo? and ſhall we 
woman, there js no feare of God, nor continue ſo ſti]le Naygthatis the worlt, 
any true grace inthem: for the keeping and moſt wretched ofall;then letenery 
of the faboath, is the maintaining, in- oneof vs learnthis duty, enter into our 
creaſ11g,and publiſhing of religion, felues,Scarch our hearts and liues,that 
5 The fiftlinne Aa Nation is, they may lye open to our owne fight, 
wninſt dealing in bargaining betwixt man tothe confuſis of vs in our ſelues, that 
and man, How hardeis it to finde an in God by repentance we may be rai- 
honeſt, ſimple, plaine dealing man: ſed vp. 
and that even in (och greataſlemblies Ourſinnes lye open before the face 
as this is, [feare preſent experience wil of God, and itinkein his preſence, and 
teltifie : you are now many thouſands cry for vengeance; and before the face 
gathered together, ſome to buy, fome of Gods Angels, who bewalle it, and 
to ſell, ſome to exchange; Remember before the face of the diuel,who reioy- 
that ] haue tolde you, an honeſt hear- ceth in our confufions : and thall they 
ted and plaine dealing man is hardeto Iye hid onely to aurfſelues? Now then, 
hnd: therfore labour to approue your if we would haue them hid from God, 
{elues fincere hearted men; remember & ſtop thecry that they make againſt 
the counſell of the holy Ghoſt; Leer vs, and keepe them from Sathan, who 
no man oppreſſe nor defrawde his brother accuſeth vstorthemzwe mnlt ſo ſearch 
in bargaming : for the Lords the auenger ourlclues, that they may lye open to 
af all ſuch things, Theſe finnes are gene. Our owne hearts: Remember thou thy 
rall and vniuerſall asa canker: And ſo finnes, and God will forget them: laie 
are the ſinnesof the 6.7. and 8, Com. them open before thy owne face, and 
mandements(though they be not alto- God will hide them from his 3; Write 
ther ſo comms as theſe be) 44urthers, them vp for thy owne ſelfe , and God 
Adulteries Vſuries Briberies, Extorfrons, wil blot them out of his remembrancet 
Conſonager, they area burthen, vader but if contrariwiſe thou hideſt them, 
which,our earth groanes} and they cry then aſſure thy ſelfe, the more thou hi- 
againſt vs to heauen, ſo that vpon as dett, and burieſt them, the more open 
good or much bettet cauſe may it bee doethey lye in theface of God : and 
ſaid to vs,as tothe lewes: O Nation not then what wil follow, but that they wil 
worthy to be beloned, all be diſcloſed at the laſt day, to thy ec- 
Looke at the outward faceof our ternall confuſion. Therefore againe, 
Church, at the fignes of Gods loue, and againe, I exhort you 1n the name 
which are among{(t vs, and at Gods of God, Search your ſelues, finde out 
dealing with vs; and behold, we are a your ſinnes,coteſſe them to God free. 
moſt beautiful Church,a glorious Na- ly,and ingeniouſly :confeſle their de- 
tion,a Nation to be admired, and won- fert to be Hell and damnation, humble 
dred at : butlooke at the liues of our your hearts to God, cry, and call for 
ordinary profeſſors, looke at our fins, pardon, as for lifeand death , pur 
and atour requiting of Gods loue:and poſe and promileto leaue them, begin 
wearea people of Sodom, as full of ini- a new courſe of life, belecue ſtedfaſtly, 
quities as they were, whoſe finnes are anddoubt not but of pardon and for. 
ſo many,ſo rife, and ſo ripe; thatat the giueneſle inthe blood of Chriſt, conti- 
laſt they wil cuen bring downefireand nnein that faith, and that new courſe of 
brimſtone,or ſome other ſtrangeiudg- life : Somay England prevent Gods 
ment vpon vs, if repentance doe not iudgements,and quench that greatac» 
prevent it, or thecries and prayers of tion of vnkindnes, which God hath 
holy men ſtay not Gods hand, So,then againſt them, and become a Nation as 
Jet vs all here aſſembled, grant & con- worthy (ypon their faith & repentance) 
feſſe, that weare a Nation ſo far from in Chriltro be belowea:as for their peace 


being worthy to be beloued,as that we and proſperitie, they haue bene of all 


are moſt worthy to be hated, and to nations of the carth admired. 
Hitherto 


Huherto, of the third general! point, 


4 The fourth generall pointin this 
exhortation, is the time limitte.. them, 
when they ſhould Search. - Before tbe 
Decree come forth ehc. As though the 
Prophet ſhould ſay. //r«#4,repent,be- 
fore God execute his judgements on 
thee, For behold the gracious dea- 
ling of God : Man finneth , his finnes 
deſerue plagues:but G O D preſently 
plaguethnot, butdeferres it,he puts a 
time betwixtthe ſinneand the puniſh» 
ment(ordinarily; )this he doth to ſhew 
his mercy vnto mankinde, becauſe that 
hee would not deſtroy them, if they 
would amend, T herefore,after the (in, 
he ſmites not preſently,but puts of his 
puniſhment, that in the meane time 
man may Repent, Herethe Prophet 
compares the Lord to a mother, for as 
ſhe conceiues the truite in her wombe, 
and beares it along time,ere ſhe bring 
it out : ſothe Lord after a mans finnes, 
or a peoples finnes, conceive (that is) 
ordaines,and decreeth a iudgement for 
it,but he keepes it vp,andall that while 


he heares it : But as ſhe, when her time lon 


is come, then travailes and bringes 


forth: ſo,when the time that God hath the more fulnefle of time it 
appointedzis come, and ſtill finne js not 


ted of 3 then his iuſtice trauailes 
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containe no longer, but trauelled in- 
deede, andthough itbee with griefe, 
yet hee hath brought: foorth 3 and 
what? a moſt fearefull byrth, euen 
an vtter defolation of that kingdome 
and Countrey, of their Citie, and 
Temple, anda diſpertion ot their Na« 
tion over all the world : but as a wo- 
man atlaſt is delivered with daungerz 
and difficultic, with paine and (ors 
rowezſothe Lord long conceives, but 
at laſt bringes foorth his judgements: 
yetitis with griete and vawillingnetle, 
and hee is loath(as itwere) and much 
agrieued to execute his moſt juſt 
wdgementeson thoſe, who haue pros 
feſled his name: hee often touched the 
lewe:alutle,and as being vnwilling to 
{mite them : hee drue backe his hande 
againe ? but at laſt when their ſinnes 
did ſo increaſe, and were fo ſtrong, 
that they euen did wringe out, by 
violence his plagues from him, then 
with much bewayling of their great 
miſerie ( as wee may ſee in Chriſt 
weeping torthem, ) hes executes his 
iudgements on them, But as they are 
$a comming ? {o,when they come 
forthathey were the heavier; as a child; 
habe the 

, the livelier, andthe ſtronger: 
,Gods iudgement, the longer God 


to be delivered of that iudgemet,which deferreth them, and isin conceiuing 
mercy hath kept vp ſo long a time. them, the heauier are they, when they 
Thus the old world had an hundred& cometthatis manifeſt in the lewes,once 
twentie yeares giuen them for time of his owne peoplezfor he hath deſtroied 


repentance; all that wbile God was in 
conceiuing , at laſt when their ſinnes 
were ripe,aud no hope of amendment: 
then G OD travelled, and brought 
forth a fearefull birth, namely the yni= 
uerſall flood, to waſh away, and take 
revenge vpon the vniverſall iniquities 
ofthole times, So many hundred yeers 
hee gaue vnto the /ewes, long he was 
in concewing their deſtruction, and 
oftentimes hee had+it 'at+ the bri 
ing forth, asin the captivitie-of B 
lam, and vnder Antiochus ;yethis mer- 
cy ſtayed it : and ſhll hee traveilled 
longer : telles them heere by the Pro- 
nos that yet the Decree is not come 


th, (though it bee coneciued;) but 


at laſt when J/«e{/ would not Re- 


pent, but grewe worſe, and worſez 
Cas in Cheiſt| 


his time) then hee could 


their lande with an irrecouerable de» 
truion, and ſmitten their poſteritie 
with a blindnes of mind till this houre; 
ſo that to this day,when the 01d Teſtas 
ment is read,the vaile i$ over their cies; 
that they cannot ſeethelight of Chriſt 
Jeſus, bur plodde on in fearctull and 
_ blindneſle, 

his Doetrine hath ſpeciall vſe to 
thisour Church,to reach vs to looketo 
our lelues betimes, and try our owne 
wayes, andturneto the Lord, for wee 
cannot tell how far off his iudgements 
aretin reaſ6 they mult needs be neare; 
they haue beene ſo long deferred, and 
yetbeene ſoiuſtly deſerved of vs.Cer- 
tainely God hath long beene in com» 
ceiuing _—_— and plagues for 
the finnes of z and often hath 
Gods hand bene _ vs by warre,fae 
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wine,peſtilence, invndations: and yet foorth a fearefull judgement on them, 
it hath beene puld backe againe: and and hath made them for theſe thou. 
his ſword hath beene put vpinto his fand yeares & a halfc,the gazing ſtock, 
ſheath, and God hath ſtayed his byrth the by word, and the amazement of all 
even inthe very travel}, and wee haue the world, 

eſcaped, cucnasaman, whoſenecke Thus was it threatned to the /ewez, 
hath beene vpon the blocke , and the and thus itisperformed: and certaine- 
Axcholden ypto ſtrike: ſo then, yet lythus hath it beenethreatned, & thus 
the day is not come, yet wee haue time {hallit bee performed to thee, O Eng. 
-happie wee that euer we ſawethis day, land, except thou prevent the judge» 
ifnow wee haue grace to repent, and ments that are comming : O happy 
ſearch our hearts, torthen wee ſhall Engdand,that I may fay to thee, itis yer 
ſtaye this Iudgementdecreed, thatit butcomming, For as for the miſerable 
ſhall never come torth again(t vs : but /ewes, vpon them (alas) itis come al- 
if we deferre to repent, & put off from readic: to thoſe poore ſaules it can bee 
day to day, andIye rotting ſtillin our faideno more, Rypent beforerhe De- 
ſinnes:then knowe and be allured,that creecowe foorth : for it is now paſt: but 
as the Decree is eſtabliſhed, ſo itmuſt thou arthappin for thy day is not yet 
needes come foorth :and then, when come : yet I may. ſay to thee 3; Re. 


iudgement 15 comme forth, & the ſtroke 
ſtriker, Repentance 1s too late; -there- 
fore whatheſaid to the /ewes, | ſay vn» 
tovs, Search thy ſelfe O England, ( a 

Nation not worthy to be beloued) be. , 
fore the Decree come forth, which is al- 


ready paſt againſt thee, 
T bu: munch for the fourth point. 


pent before the Decree come foorth: and 
O happic Exyand, that thou maieſt 
hearethis worde: ( Before) ſounding 
in thine cares, Therefore my beloued 
brethren, who are heere aſſembled 
'out (almoſt) of cuery corner of this 
kingdome, heare my words; and carry 
.them home with you into al countries, 
God is the ſame God ſtill, as iuſt, and 
as lealous,as eyer hee was 2 our finnes 


Now followeth the lat pointzthe arc as ill,nay,much yiler then the /ewes 


5 | 
realon of all. YYhy ſhould we ſearchour Were:how can tbe then, but that muſt 
feluer? The reaſon is induded inthe fall to vs that fell to theme therefore the 


fourth point; For there 11 a Derree come 
forth againſt thee. And thoughthe exe» 
cution bee deferred , and though God 
be vowilling to cake it out, yet without 
Repentance,itis moſt certaincy it ſhall 
come foorth, and bee executed at the 
laſt, In ove word,this is the reaſon. Re- 
pent, orelſe certainely God will take 
vengeance: But ( will mans heartlay) 
is this true 2 Or rather theſe bee but 
words to tearemen,and to keepe them 
in awe, I aunſwere,for the proofeand 
experience hereof , neuer goe further 
then this place, and preſentexample 
wee haueinhand : the; Prophets bids 
them Seqrch,Searchand Repent,cl(c,as 
certainly, as there was a iudgemet con+ 


cciued,(o certainly it ſhould be excct» 
ted vypon them; they would not heare; 
nor Scarch, nor repent; but what fol- 
loweaj let all men 1udge whether God 
3s not true of his word to,thetporino 32 
yea, alas,whoſceth notthat Gad hath 
trauclled indeede , and bath brought 


zeals of Gods glorie, and my deſire of 
your (aluations; make mee, that I dare 
notflater ; buttell you thetruth.; that 
3s,that out of all queſtionaf wee ſearch 
not our ſelues and repent, there is a gee 
nerall judgement in preparing for vs : 
certainely the Decree isomt , and what 
canſtop the exeration of it, butRepen- 
tance; God hath long ſparedy and hee 
hath beene long 1n trauclling, therefore 
(though nothing can be ſaidin,way of 
prophclie) Tam in my puny. 4-4 
(waded to feare, and that outofinfalls 
ble. grounds of che word of Grad, . that 
aplague, ; and 4iydgement,,90d.that 
molt tearefyll;;- hangs over fi ; 
&-that iti alrgadie pronounced Vpon 
this Nation, ad ſhall bee ag certainely 
executed,. without a vilible ycfegmath 
ont and becauſe Lmway lecme to ſpeake 
forpewbaratlarge , giue mgeſcaucto 
git you the realous.inducing gpg heres 
yilto--  , $1190 Wd «is 
{4 Firſt, the Goſpell:hath beene 


preache 


. heares not, Eug4 
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preached theſe fiue and thirtie yeares, 
andis daily more and more, ſothatzthe 
light therefore neuer ſhon more gloti« 
oully,fince the Primitive Church; yet 
for al eh1$,there 1s a general ignorance, 
generall of all people, generall ot all 
points, yea, as though there were no 
Preaching atall:yea, when Poperie 
was newly baniſhed, there was more 
knowledge in many, then is nowin 
the body of our Nation: and the more 
itis preached, the more ignorantare 
many,the more blinde, and the more 
hardened (cuen as a Stithie the more 
it is beaten vpon, the harder it is) (o 
they, the more they heare the Goſpell, 
the leſſe eſteeme they it, and the more 
they contemne it : and the more God 
calles,the deafer they are:and the more 
they are commaunded, the more they 
diſobey.We Preachersmay cry till our 
Lunges flye out , or bee ſpent within 
vs,and men are mooued no morethen 
ſtones, O alas, what is this, or what 
can this bee: but a fearefull ſigne of 
diſtrution? Will any manendure al- 
waies to bee mocked? then how long 
hath God beene mocked » Will any 
manendure to ſtand knocking conti, 
nually 2 [f then God hath ſtood knoc- 
king at our hearts five &thirtic yeares} 
is itnot now timeto bee gone, yaleſle 
we open preſently? 

But,if we will know what this argu- 
eth,to contemne the Goſpell, and not 
to repent, whenthe wordis ſo abun- 
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deftroyie, Let nomanſay, wee take 
ypon vs to propheſie : wee onely giue 
warning,and ſhewe the danger, by ex- 
ample of the like, 

My ſecond reaſon is this,One iudge- 
ment executed 2 and not working Re- 
pentance , isalwayes a fore-ruaner of 
another, that Rule is certaine; and an 
euvidenttruth, and needs no proouing, 
Now, wee haue beene-viſited with Fa* 
mines, Earthquakes, peſtilences,inuns 
dations, Thunder & lightnings in wins 
rer, and moſt ſtraunge & vnſcaſonable 
weather : but alas , all th:ſe haue taken 
no effec 2 where is the humiliation, re- 

tance and refo;mation which they 
auc wrought? therfore it muſt needes 
bee, there remaines behinde a greatter 
judgement, Mcn may be ſo maddeto 
thinke theſe to be ordinarie things, and 
tocome by courſe of Nature, and ors 
dinarie cauſes : butcertainly they are 
the ſhaking of the Rod, and fore-runs 
nersof a greatter iudgement , valeſle 
Repentance cut of their courſe, For 
looke as one cloud followeth another, 
till the Sunne conſume them: toone 
iudgement haſtens after another, and 
repentance onely is the Suane, which 
mult diſpell them. 
3 Thirdly,it ſtands with the iuſtice 
of God, according as he hath revealed 
inthe Scripture, eſpecially in Deve. 


28. out of the whole — itmuſt. 


needs be gathered as a Rule, [will curſe 
that people which breake my lawer , now 


dantly Preached : reade the Storie of we = not deny but this land of ours, 


Fly his wicked fonnes. Hee ſpake vn- 
to them, and gaue them godly coun- 


iS. 2.13 faile, but they hearhened not vnto the 


woyce of their Father: But will ſome ſay, 
thatis no great matter, not to heare 
their Father is a common thing; but 
marke what followeth, They wonld not 
heare their Father, becanſe the Lord 
world deflroy them : a fearetull thing, 
Euen (o it is witha nation, or a people: 
arethey raught,and are they worſe and 
worſe? take heed : If Eyes ſons obey 
not, itis, becauſe God wil deſtroy the. 
If therefore Ely , and many Eyes 
haue ſpoken to goed , and Englend 
obeycth not: Eng 

land repents not ; take heede the Lord 
in heauen ſay not,fvg/and will not beare 
the woyce of the Prophets , becauſe I will 


is for abundance of finne, a people of 
Sodeme» All kinde of finnes, in all e- 
ſtates of men, rage and raigneeuery 
day more and more therefore [ con- 
clude, that vnleſle wee repent , and ſo 
diſſoluethis cloude,of judgement, that 
hangs over our heads: it cannot begbut 
a moſ? fearefull tempeſt is to comeat 


the laſt,and when it is come, it will bee 


too late to wiſh they had done it, Thers 
forein the bowels of Chriſt /eſus, Let 
this bee to intreateand exhort you all, 
to ſearch and looke into your ſelues, 
that ſo repenting and changing your 
wayes, you may getthe ſword againe 
into his ſheath,which 1s already drawn 
out, bur yet hath not ſtricken home, 
& may quench the wrath which is al- 
ready kindled, but yet burns not out as 


D 32 it 


> ——_——— — 


— — — —— 


20 


it wil dogif by repentance we quench it 
notz& doe this euery onegas you teder 
the ſaluation of your own1oules, & the 
continuance of the Goſpel to this glo- 
rious Nation, and the peace arid pro- 
{perous ſtate of this Church & com- 
mon wealth ,. For let men make what 
cauſcs they will, itis certainly ſinful. 
neſle that ouerturnes kingdoms, and 
changeth ſtates,as all theſe kingdomes 
and ſtates haue felt, who haue cominu- 
ed finally to contemne the Goſpell, 


It followeth: 
Andyonbe as chaffe, that paſſeth 


ona day. 


The Prophet proceedeth, 8 deſcri- 
beth more plainely , the manner and 
ſtate of that plague, which God will 
ſend vp6 them:the meaning was.part- 
ly opened before, to bee in effet thus 
much Search your (clues, leaſt God 


take his fanne and try you, . becauſe. 


you would not try your ſclues,and fin- 
ding you vppon the tryall , not ſound 
wheat, but light chaff; blow youto hell 
with the winde of his wrath:the Adete- 
phor which the Prophet vſethis this, he 
compares the Lord to a husbandman, 
great andrich, the whole worldis his 
corne field; ſeuerall nations, (as this of 
ours for one, Jarehis heapes of Corne: 
bur theſe heaps of corne be ful of chaff, 
that is, theſe particular Churches, are 
full ofhypocrites;now a wiſe husband- 
man letteth corne and Chaftelyetoge- 
therno longer, then till the winde doth 
blow,andthen he appoints his fanning 
time toſeuer his corne from his chaffe, 
and to blowe away his chaffe, and lay 
vp his corne: ſo God,the great & wile 
husbandman, will notletthe Chaffe 
lye forcucr amongſt the.Wheate, hee 
hath thercfore appointed his fanning 
times, wheato blowethe Chaffeinto 
hell, and to gather his wheat into hea» 


ucaly garners, | 
Now Gods winnowing times are 


two: the one is at the laſt day, after this po 


life,and thatis Gods great winnowin 
day ofall his Corne (thatofall men 
when the bad ſhall bee ſcuered from 
the good for cuer, neuer to be mingled 


agane with they but by theſtrong and 
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powerfull fanne of his laſt and finall 
1dgement to be blowne inte Hell;the 
winde of whoſe wrath,at that day,ſhai 
bee ſtronger to blowe them all away, 
then all the wind in the world to blow 
way one handfull of light Chafte. 

2 Gods other fanning time, is in this 
worlde, and thatis alſo double, The 
oneis,when the wordis preached: the 
preaching of the words one of God! fans: 
For when the Gotpell is preached to a 
Nation or Congregation , it Fannes 
them, and tries them, & purgeth them, 
and fo ſeuers them, that a man may ſce 
a manifeſt difference of the chaffe and 
the wheate, that is, of the godly man, 
and the wicked man : this preaching 


of the Goſpell doth /ebn the Baprift CHeat.3, 


exprellely call a Fanne: where the lioly 
Ghoſt purſueth this whole /eraphor 
molt plainely ſpeaking of Chriff, hee 
faith, Whoſe Fanne is in bis hand, andhee 
will throughty purge bu Floore, and gather 
bu wheat into hu garner but the chaſſe he 
will burne with fire unquenchable, The 
winde of this fanne of the word preas 
chedis ſoſtrong , as thatit ſeuers the 
Chaffe fromthe Wheate, that is, good 

rofeſlors from hypocrites inthe vi- 
fible Church, aud blowes ſo ſtrongly 
ypon the wicked, that it brings them 
to the beginning of Helt cuen in this 
world, forit ſo worketh vpon the cone 
ſcience, as if it cannot conuert them, it 
ſtrikes them with feare, terrour & tors 
ment, eitherin life or atdeath, which 
rorment of conſcience is the very fla- 
ſhes of hell-fire, 

But, when this firſt Fanne of the 
word,wil not ſeructo bring men to re- 
pentance,(for the word preached, doth 
not confound a man aQually, but only 
pronounce the ſentence, and _ 
ſtrike the conſcience ) then God hat 
anotherfanne, and thatis the fanxe of 
bis iwdgementr,and that fanning or wits 
nowing time is, when hee executes his 
vengeance and his iudgements on a 
Nation: this is his latter fanne , when 
the firſt will not preuaile, this'is his 
werfull and ſtrong fanne driven a- 
bout with the winde of his wrath, this 
fanne went ouer the olde worlde, and 
ſweptthem al away,and went over the 
nation of the /ewes, and we ſce they are 


m 
ds as 1, Theſe 


T Theſe three fannes of God,make 
a threefolde ſeparation of the Chaftc 
from the Wheate, that is, of the wic- 
ked from the Ele&: with the ſanne of 
his word, which is powertull,he (cucrs 
them in affection, and diſpoſition, 
and makes a diſtinion of them, (o, 
as generally the Wheate is knowne to 
be Wheate,and Chaffe diſcerned to be 
Chaffe, by the preaching ofthe word: 
but though the tare be knowne to be 
tare, yet both growe together, ſo that 
the word onely feuers them in affetti- 
on,and ſets ſeucral notes of diſtin&tion 
yponthem both, | | 

2 But thenthe ſecond fanne of his 
idgements is more violent, for therby 
he ſcuereth theaſunder1n ſoule,gathe- 
ring the godly m:n, as his wheate into 
the heaues, & blowing the ſoules of the 
wicked into hell: but yet the bodies of 
them both lye together,as partakers of 
the ſame 1udgement, fo ſubic to the 
ſame corruption, and areall lodgedin 
the ſame grauc of the earth, and death 
hath like dominion ouer them all, 

3 Butafterwards atthelaſt day, at 
Gods great harueſt,& great winnow- 
ing time,he thea with the winde of hi 
power, ſcucreth them aſunder in ſoule 
and bodic. Wheate from the Chaſe, 
Sheep from the Goates,and ſeparateth 
them, neuer to be mingled againe for 
euer & euer : and then with the winde 
of his wrath, he blowes the chaff: into 
fire vaquenchable,and with his louing 
fauour gathereth his wheate into the 
everlaſting & glorious garners ofhea- 


uen, | 
So then, the firſt ſeuereth them in af- 
feftion, Theſecond, in foule, for 
a time. Thethird, aually ia ſouleand 
body for cuer and euer, | 
Nowe of theſe three winanowing 
times , the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh here 
properly of the ſecond: namely the fav 
of Godt indgements; (othat,the meaning 
of the Metaphor is this : ſearch your 
ſelues and repent betimes , leaſt God 
come yppon you with ſome fearefull 
Indeements : becauſe you haueſolong 
contemned the fan ofthe word, and fin- 
ding you toolight to abide the tryall, 
doe take you awaye in the tudgement, 
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of you, which are chaffe,and which are 
Wheaze, ſo ſure ſhall the fanne of his 
iudgements blowe away the chaffe w * 
hell and damnation, 


Thus much for the meaning. 


Now for the vie,for vs in England the 
caſeſtands this ; Our church doubtles 
1s Gods corne {izld,& we are the corne 
heape of God; and thoſe Brownifts and 
Seftaries are blinde and beſfotted, who 
canot ſce that the church of England is 
a godly heap of Gods corne : but with- 
al, we muſt cofeſlc,we are ful of chalF:: 
thatis, of prophane & wicked Hypo- 
crites, whole harts and minds abound 
in finnes and reb<cllions ; and many of 
our beſt. profe(lors are alſo too full of 
chaffe (that is) of corruptions,and doe 
give themſclues too much libertie in 
many ſinnes;but alas,the pure wheat, 
how thinne is it (cattered 2 how harde 
to findea man (atlea(t a family) which 
dedicate themlelues to the Lord in ho*+ 
lic and finfere obedience, and labour 
to make conſcience of all ſinnes 3 now 
therefore, ſeeing wee are Gods corne 
field, and wee haue ſome pure wheat a» 
mong[t much chaffe, therefore God 
will winnow vs tofinde outthe corne, 
if hee haue but one corne of wheatin a 
handfull of chaffe, but one $0od man 
of many, he will (tire all the heape for 
thoſe fewe cornes , hee will notcare to 
blow all the chaffe to hell, to finde out 
thoſe fewe cornes of wheatto lay them 
vpin heauen : ſo that out of all quelti. 
on,Exgland being (o full of chaffe,mult 
looke to be winnowed. 

Now for the firſt Fanne of his word, 
it hath bene vſcd in this land theſe fiue 
and thirty yeares,& that as powerfully, 
and as plentifully as anie where inthe 
worlde, and yet (alas) many are more 
God-leſle , more ignorant, more pro» 
phane then euer they were, yea wic- 
kedneſle groweth, and the chaffe in- 
creaſeth = the Wheate : bee ſure 
therfore,that God will bring hisſecond 
Fanne vpon vs ; becauſe wee will not 


ſuffer the firſt, and the milde & gentle 


fane of his word totrye andſearch ys 


therefore he wil bring the fearful fan of 


and caſt you into hell: for as ſureas the biindgementt,and with it,he will blow 
fanof the word hath made difference ſoule and body into hel,with thoſe our 


finnes 
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ſinnes & corruptions,which we would 
not ſuffer the Fanne of Gods word to 
blow from vs, The firſt hath ſolong 
blowne in vaine, that the ſecond muſt 
needs come vpon vs, & ithath already 
begun to blowe : three or fonre blaſts 


have blown over vs,zfamin, peſtilence, 


earthquakes, fire, water, winde, taeſe 
have ſo blowne ſome of ys, that they 
haue taken away a great number of vs, 
For vs that remaingthis onely remains, 
that we ſtrengthen our ſelues by grace, 
to beable to ſtad again(t the nextblaſt, 
for come it will, and when it comes,no 
wealth nor worldly thing can inable vs 
to endure it, onely faith & repentance, 
and the grace of God will ſtand at that 
day. Now therefore, in that fo tearefull 
a fanning abideth ys;ſceing it is ſoneer 
(as appeareth by the blaſts already paſt 
ouer vs, Which are nothing but the 
forcrunners of a greater tempeſt:)what 
ſhould be our care(cxcept we care not 
to be blowne body and ſoule into hell ) 
but to labour to eſchew this fearful fan 
.of Gods wrath : oratleaſt, ifit come 
vpon vs,thatit may not blow vs to hel, 
buthaſten vs toheauen, If thy heart be 
touched to aske how this may be;Ian- 
ſwerthee, only to follow the Prophets 
aduice in this place,by ſearching & try - 
ing oxr ſelucs. The way to cſcape Gods 
triall, is totry thy ſclfe; and to eſcape 
Gods iudgement, to bea indge to thine 
owne ſoule : and ſo the way to eſcape 
the fearfull fan of God,is to tanne thine 
owne heart by the lawe of God, For 
whomſoeuer the firſt fanne (that is the 
word of God) doth worke vpon: theſe 
men are neuer blowne away with the 
fan of Gods 1ud (gn O thengenter- 
tain the word of God into thy hart, ſub- 
mit thy ſoule vnto it, letit pierce & try, 
andranſacke thy heart, and lay before 
"theethy wretched eſtate by thy (innes, 
and when thou ſeeſt thy nakednes and 


miſery, confeſle it, bewaile it,be hum- 


bled for it, cry & call for mercy & for. 
iuenes; pray againſt thy ſpeciall ſins, 
rive to purge them out, asthe poiſon 
of thy ſoule,craue grace from God a- 


ainſt al thy finnes; & ifthou ſceſt any 

ins more welcome to thy nature,more 
deere ynto thee, and which more pre- 
uaile againſtthee,then others do, pra 


againſt theſe finnes, and ſtriue again 
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them aboue all: and endenour,that by 
thefanne of Gods word, they may be 
blowne away from thee, When thou 
haſt done this, then marke what will 
come of it; when thou haſt fanned thy 
ſelfe,God wi!l notfanne thee : but whe 
the fanne of his ivdgement comes,and 
bloweth ſo ſtrongly vpon the wicked, 
the che Lord finding thee already fan. 
ned,and clenſed by his word,wil ſpare 
thee,G& his 1udgment ſhall either blow 
ouer thee , & pale by thee vntouciied 
(as ouer Zoe, inthe dellrution of So. 
dome )or elſe {hall fanne our all thy cor- 
ruptions, and blow thee vp to heaven, 
to be laid vp as pure wheate in the hea- 
uenly garners,and manſions of gloric, 
which Chriſt afcended to prepare for 
thee. 

Now then amongſt thoſe many bu. 
fineſles, with which this worlde doth 
comber every one of vs(all which ſhall 
periſh with the worlde it ſelfe) let vs 


good brethren, ſparc ſome time for this 


7 buſineſle, Aariba may be com- 
red about many things,but rb is that 
one thing, which is neceſſarie : therefore 
whatſoecuer is done, let not this be vn» 
done,Once aday put thy ſclfe and thy 
life vnder the fanne of Gods lawe,, try 
thy ſelf what thou art,and thy life, how 
thou liueſt. Once a day keepe a Court 
in thy conſcience, call thy thoughts, 
thy wordes, and thy deeds to their try 
all;lerthe ten Commandements paſle 
vpon them, and thy ſfinnes and corrup- 
tions which thou findeſt to be chafte, 
blow them away by repetancegſo ſhalt 
thou remaine pure and cleane wheate, 
fit for the houſe and Church of God in 
this world, & for his kingdome in kea- 
uen, But, if we will not do this, chen 
alasgywhat wil follow?my hart gricueth 
to vtter it : but Imuſt, vnleſle ] ſhould 
bea falfe Prophet: And therfore I wil, 
Our long peace, plentic,and caſe,haue 
bred great ſfinnes, ſo great, that they 
reache to heauen , and prouoke Gods 
Maieſtie to his face, and ſo ſtrong,that 
they wll viol:-ntly draw downe iudge- 
ments from God vpon vs: which when 
they come, they will be ſo powerfull, 
and ſo violent, that they wil blow vs a» 
way like chaffe, and bring this kings 
dome to ſome miſerable ruine,O thers 


fore how happie are we,if we can en 
tertaine 
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tertaine this doQrine, and praQiiſe it : 
forinſo doing, weſhall prevent Gods 
iudgments, we ſhall continue the Gol- 
pell tothis. land, and preſerve this glo- 
rious Nation from being deſtroyed or 
diſpeopled, by ſome fearful iudgment. 
Beloved, you come hither co this 
place, purpoſely to buy and-ſell, and 
thereby to better your cſ}ates jn this 
world t how happy then are,youzit be» 
fides the good markets you make. for 
our bodies andeſtates;youlcarne allo 
Lon to make your ſeluesabidethe iris 
all of Gods judgments, and; how to be 
made pure-corne, fit to repleniſh the 
garners of heauen, & howtp continue 
Gods fauour and the Goſpell to this 
Nation, [fghou gocaway wu this lel- 
ſon,thou haſt a Jewell more worth,the 
thou ſhouldeſt goe hame polleſſed of 
all the huge riches ofthis Fairez you cal 
this andſuch like times, Faire ries: but 
ifthou learathisJeffonright,then thou 
maiſt ſay,thatthis was thefaireſt day in 
deede, thatcuer ſhon vpon.thee ſince 
thou waſt borne, This pretious Iewel 
which I have ſpoken of all this while, 
I heere offer ynto thee, Euery one 
brings hither-ſamething to bee ſolde, 
this is the marchandize that I bring & 
ſet to ſale vnto youtwhateuer commo- 
ditic any of you bring, itis from ſome 
quarter of this land,but all is from the 
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haue alſo learned to ſaue my ſoule, 1 
went thither to helpe to maimtaine my 
owne eltate:but I haue learned to help 
tomaintaine Eug/exd in proſperitie: tor 
aſluredly,if wee would all of vs learne 
this leſlongand prattiſe it, we might afl- 
ſure our ſelues of the glorious proſpe- 
rity of Eng/ad, to cotinue tr6 generatis 
ro generation : wheras alas,it we conti- 
nue & go forward in our (ins, & impe- 
nitency, itis greatly to be feared, that 
neither the ao nor this peace, will 
reach to our polteritie. Therefore now 
to make an end; I once again, & laſtly, 
comed this dottrine to'you al,& cuery 
one of you (for this marchandiſethat [ 
bring, 1s of that nature,, that though 
ſome take it, yet there is allo inough tor 
eucry one) & [commendit vnto you 
even fcom the very mouth of Gad him 
{clte; thionkgofir /charge theezas cucr 
thou lookelt to app-are before the tace 
of Chrilt /e/s the great.judge, at the 
laſt days &f chou wouldelt efcape the 
rigor of that judgement, enter now in- 
40 judgement with thy. ſelte,and (earch 
thy ſelf: 3ifthou now wilt not receiue 
this,dofrinegthen (hal.it at the laſt day 
be a bil of Enditement againſt thee,for 
ifit ſave thee not,it ſhal codemne theey 
thinke of it thertore ſeriouſly, as a mat- 
ter that concernes thy ſoule and bodie: 
yea, and thy poſteritie, and this whole 


»Realme, all which ſhall ſmarr for it, if 


earth 2 but this that I bring , it4s from 
heauen : and all the carthoonnot "Awe repent not, Andit the bodie of our 
it: and as it is from hea fid06* people, & thoſe, whole hearts are weds 
heauenly vertue, and Rat: ded to this world, wil not entertain this 
which all the wealthin t is nor doftrinez then / trvrne vnto you that 
ztearethe Lord,and to you /duct my 


able to doe 3 therefore ci{}not r 
the baſeſt, and let paſſe $tebeſt* ; i laſt warning; Search, O ſearch,and try 
and never alledge that it is above thy. - yout hearts and lives , renewe and re- 
compaſle, and being a Jewell, itis tgo .uiue your faith and repentance, that if 
deercand collly for thee; for Lofferit judgements do come and blowe vpon 
freely vnto you, and to every ong of. this nation, and driue the Goſpel from 
you, I pronounce vnto you,from the -3r,anditto hell : that yet you may have 


Lord;that here this bleſſed dorine is 
offered vnto you all, in his name, fee- 
ty, and that you may buy it without mo- 
wey9. Happie is that day when thou 
comming {o farre to buy things for th 

body,and paics ſo dear for them, doe 

mecte with ſo pretious a Tewel,the ver- 


ateltimony to your conſciences , that 
you did not pull down this general ca- 
lamitic, but tor your parts laboured to 
have pren&ted it, by your earneſt prays 
ers and hartic repentance that ſo, the 

ſteritie enſuing, may not curſe you, 
bn ſpeak reverently of you,and praile 


tue whereof, is toſaue thy ſoule, and God for you, & wiſh that all had done 
ayeſt nothing for it. Thou maieſt as you did; for then had they enioyed 
Levee reioyce,& ſay: I wentto buy this goodly land, & all Gods bleſhngs 
and fell, and to helpe my bodiez but I with ity as we their -———_— —_— 
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fore them : and ſo ſhall our names not 
rot, but flouriſh amongſt the poſteri- 
ties to come, which ſhall be partakers 
of the deſolation z And when we haue 
renewed our repentance let vs then 
euery one of ys, dealc-with the Lorde 
by carneſt prayer forthis Ghurchand 
Nation, that the Lord would ſhew his 
mercy vpon it, and continue vnto it, 
this peace and the Goſpelzit is nothing 


with the Lordto doe it, his powerfull 


hand is not ſhortened, he can continue 
Our peace , when the Papif looke for 
hurli-burlics,he can continue the Gol. 
pel, when they hope to ſet vp their /do- 
&rry againe: let vs therefore apply the 
Lord with our praiers,and with doſes 


ſet our ſelues in the breach , and pray | 


Ezs.14-13. for the ignorance of the multitudezand 


I4. 


bewaile their finnes, who bewaile not 
their owne, So did Noah, Daniel, and 
Tb, intheir ages, andpraied for the 
_ in generall calanities; let vs all 
Noabs, Denies, and Hobs, in our gee 
yn —_ then when 
udgments come, we ſhall either turne 
them away from our Nation, or at the 
laſtwe hall deliver our owne ſoules, 
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An Exhortation to Repentance. 


Letvs nowe turne tothe Lordein 
aier,and becauſe it cannot be hoped, 
ut that this our generall ſinfullneſle 
muſt necdsend with ſome heauy Iudg- 
ment; let vs deſire the Lord ſtill tode- 
fer our deſerued puniſhments, and (till 
toſpare vs,and to giue vs time and lea» 
ſureto repent :thatſo, weentring into 
our ſelues , and ſearching our hearts, 
and turning to the Lorde; wee may 
turneaway his imminentiudgements, 
and that when his wrath doth burne 
outindeed, wee may then be:counted 
worthy in Chriſt , to eſcape thoſe 
things which muſt needes come vpon 
the world, Amen. 


WitlianmPaxxiNag, 
Lament, 3. 


Letvi Search and try eur water andtnre 
agdine to the Lord. 


Trin-vniDco gloria, 


FINS, 


